¢¢Behold I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Rev. 22:12.
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THE COST OF TRUTH.
GREAT truths are dearly bought. The common fruth,
Such as men give and take from day to day,
Comes in the common walks of easy life,
Blown by the careless wind across our way.

Bought in the market at the current price,

Bred of the smile, the jest, perchance the bowl,
It tells no tale of daring or of worth,

Nor pierces e’en the surface of the soul.

Great truths are dearly won, not formed by chance,
Not wafted on the breath of summer dream;
But grasped in the great struggle of the soul,
Hard buffeting with adverse wind and stream,

Not in the general mart, ‘mid corn and wine;
Not in the merchandise of gold and gems;
Not in the world’s gay hall of midnight mirth,

Nor ’mid the blaze of regal diadems;

But in the day of conflict, fear, and grief,

When the strong hand of God, put forth in might,
Plows up the sub-soil of the stagnant heart,

And brings the imprisoned truth-seed to the light.

Wrung from the troubled spirit in hard hours
Of weakness, solitude, perchance of pain,

Truth springs, like harvest, from the well-plowed field,
And the soul feels it has not wept in vain. —8el,

General Articles.

Satan’s Devices.*

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE.

Tae great controversy between Christ and
Satan, that has been carried on for almost six
thousand years, is soon to close. And yet how
few have their attention called to this maftter,
how few realize that we are living amid the
closing scenes of earth’s history! Satan is
working diligently, binding his sheaves prepara-
tory to gathering in his harvest. He is uniting
the elements of his kingdom for the final strug-
gle. Since his fall, he has been the great adver-
gary of God and man, and hasshown a masterly
activity in trying to defeat our Saviour's efforts
in our behalt. He thinks that because o many
readily yield to his temptations and believe his
lies, he may yet gain some advantage over
Christ, who left the royal courts of Heaven
that he might defeat this wily foe on his own
battle-field, and open a way whereby man might
escape from his cruel power.

He is called in the Bible, Satan, Beelzebub,
the serpent, the deceiver, a liar, the accuser of
the brethren, the prince of the power of the
air, the prince of darkness, and the god of this
world. Frightful names. infernal agencies!
This fallen spirit, so malignant and subtle, is
walking about likea roaring lion, seeking whom
he may devour. When there is nospecial effort
made to resist his power, when profound indif-
ference prevails in the church and in the world.
he is not concerned; for he is in no danger of

*Remarks in the six o'clock morning meeting at Oakland, Cal.»
April 20, 1854,

losing those whom he is leading captive at his
will.  But when the attention is called to
eternal things, and souls are inquiring, “What
shalt I do to be saved?” he is on the ground,
seeking to match his power against the power
of Christ, and doubling his efforts to counteract
the influences of the Holy Spirit. Angels of
God, with Jesus at their head, are present to
press back the powers of darkness; but no one
is forced to accept Jesus, and no one can be com-
pelled by Satan’s power to reject him.

Satan is at your side when you least suspect
it, watching to find a weak spot in your armor,
where he can introduce his darts, and wound
your soul by betraying you into sin. He has
access to minds that are open to receive his
suggestions, and by long experience he has
learned how to apply his temptations to the
best advantage. His first effort is to keep as
many minds as possible in a state of careless
indifference. He will invent every imaginable
excuse to keep people away from meetings
where they might receive benefit {rom hearing
the truth. He will especially work to make of
none effect these morning meetings, where the
Spirit of God is at work; and when he cannot
keep persons away, his next effort will be to fill
the mind with unimportant matters, thus pre-
venting them from treasuring up the truths
they hear.

This work Satan is engaged in at every
meeting. He has different temptations pre-
pared for different minds, and souls are continu-
ally yielding to his suggestions. He will adopt
any means by which he may gain control of
the thoughts and purposes of the heart. He
will work to divert the mind from Heaven and
heavenly things by the absorbing cares of' this
life. He will produce temporary indisposition
to keep you away from meetings where testi-
monies, from Heaven will be borne, and your
hearts would be impressed with the deep mov-
ings of the Spirit of God. If you attend the
meetings, and your heart is impressed, he will
tempt you to engage in unprofitable conversa-
tion on trivial things, so that you will forget
the words spoken.

Circumstances will arise to divert the mind.
Visitors, relatives, or worldly friends, or some
temporal matter, will engage the attention;
and then “cometh the devil, and taketh the
word out of their hearts, lest they should be-
lieve and be saved.” These friends will make
demands upon your tinre and strength, and thus
God is robbed of the service due him. Yet you
flatter yourselves that you cannot do otherwise;
for how can you displease your friends? God
will not bring a curse upon you for thus robbing
him, but your own course of action brings its
gure result. But however alluring Satan’s
temptations, however natural and unavoidable
they may seem to the mind that is not clear
and sharp in spiritnal discernment, you must
not be lulled to carnal security. However dear
your friends may be, if they lead you away
from God they are emissaries of Satan, who
works through the children of disobedience,
speaks through human organs.

God will not work a miracle to change
natural causes which you ean control. If you
place yourself and family in the current of the
world, you and your children will be borne
downward by it. Be wise and discriminating
in regard to spiritual advantages, and gather
about yourselves and your children correct in-

fluences. We may have a beautiful and fertile
country; but surrounding influences may be
weaving a spell upon our souls that will sink us
to perdition, and our children may be lost to
the cause of God because we did not place them
where they would cultivate a love for divine
things. We may save our own souls, as did Lot
when he fled from Sodom; but the habits and
customs with which we have become familiar
may cling to us, and we may find that we have
assimilated to them more than we were aware.
This is a risk that we cannot afford to run.
We might better lose every worldly advantage
than to lose Jesus, or dishonor him by our care-
less inattention to his requirements. It is best
to obey God at any sacrifice.

Another way that Satan comes in between
God and your soul is to lead you to criticise the
defects of your brethren and sisters, to watch
their mistakes and talk about them. You think
it is right to grieve over their errors; but the
enemy takes advantage here, and hurls his
poisoned darts through the defective places in
your armor. You let bitterness into your soul,
then jealousy and evil-surmising, and you do
not realize it. Your heart becomes hardened
against your brethren, and you speak evil of
them. You do not know that you are doing
the work of Satan, but you are; and you are
growing spiritually weaker and weaker, and
darker and darker.

The right course for you to pursue is marked
out in the Bible, and you should follow it strictly.
Go to your brother, and with your heart filled
with tender, pitying love,—just such love as
inspired Jesus in his efforts to save afallen race,—
tell him his fault between you and him alone.
If you fail, do not let' this depress you. It will
do you harm, and not good, to let your mind
dwell upon the mistakes and errors of others.
Learn from their weakness to be strong your-
self. Avoid their failures. Because Jesus is
grieved by their faults, try the harder to honor
him yourself by a well-ordered life and godly
conversation. If you think your neighbor or
brother is defective in character, make him a
special subject of prayer; but do not lift up
your soul unto vanity by saying, “I am not like
him. In contrast with him, I am righteous.”
This is not obeying the injunction of the apostle
to esteem others better than yourself.

By beholding we become changed. If you
allow your mind to dwell upon the imperfec-
tions and moral deformities of others, you will
be changed into the same image. You will be-
come deformed in character, and mentally one-
sided and unbalanced. Let the mind dwell
upon the perfect life of Christ. If the thoughts
are centered upon him, and the conversation is
on heavenly themes, you will be “changed into
the same image from glory to glory.” You will
become “partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust.”

The way to eternal life is a battle and a
march. The great adversary of souls is con-
tinually seeking to insinuate himself between
you and the Source of your strength. It you
allow your mind to be taken up with worldly
cares, he will manage to have these cares so
varied in character, and press so continually
upon you, that you ean find no time for the
spiritnal and the eternal. Worldly acquaint-
ances introduce subjects that are of the great-
est importance to them; you listen and are at-
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tracted, and these things of minor consequence
absorb the mind and affections. You give time
and attention, skill and inventive faculties, to
outward ornamentation, to the neglect of the
inward adorning of the soul. Time is worse
than lost which should be devoted to the search-
ing of the Seriptures and to earnest prayer for
divine guidance; you rob your own souls of
grace and power, and others of the light that
should be reflected through you to the world.

But few know the real power of religion.
They do not appreciate its refining and elevat-
ing influence on the character; they do not par-
take of its joys nor enter into its spirit. We
need constant communion with Jesus just as
much as we need daily food to nourish the body.
If there is & moment when we are in no danger
of being deceived by the enemy, then for that
moment we may dispense with divine aid.
there is any moment when we are not depend-
ent on God for our breath, then there is a time
when we need not obey the injunctions of his
word.

We should be sanctified by the truth. The
conscience and the understanding, the words,
the deeds, and the thoughts, should be con-
trolled by truth, and not error. The principle
of truth and righteousness implanted in the
heart, will be revealed in the life, and especially
in the family circle. God estimates a man by
what he is in the bosom of his family. Fix the
mind on things that are pure and holy.
“ Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good re-
port; if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise, think on these things.” And the
life will be clothed with the beauty of holiness
even here; but who shall tell what it will be,
when the great controversy between sin and
righteousness is forever closed, and we appear
in “the beauty of the Lord our God”?

Rise of the Papacy.

THE church was in the beginning a eommu-
nity of brethren. All its members were taught
of God; and each possessed the liberty of draw-
ing for himself from the divine fountain of life,
John 6:45. The epistles, which then settled
the great questions of doctrine, did not bear
the pompous title of any single man, or ruler.
We find from the holy Seriptures that they
began simply with these words: “The apostles,
elders, and brethren, to our brethren.” Aects
15 :23.

But the writings of these very apostles fore-
warn us that from the midst of these brethren,
there shall arise a power which shall overthrow
this simple and primitive order. 2 Thess. 2.

Let us contemplate the formation and trace
the development of this power alien to the
‘church.

Paul of Tarsus, one of the chiefest apostles
of the new religion, had arrived at Rome, the
capital of the empire and of the world, preach-
ing the salvation that cometh from God only.
A church was formed beside the throne of the
Ceesars.  Founded by this same apostle, it was
at first composed of converted Jews, Greeks,
and some inhabitants of Rome. For a while it
shone brightly as a light set upon a hill, and
its faith was everywhere spoken of. But ere-
long it declined from its first simplicity. The
spiritual dominion of Rome arose as its political
and military power had done before, and was
slowly and gradually extended.

The first pastors or bishops of Rome em-
ployed themselves in the beginning in convert-
ing to the faith of Christ the towns and vil-
lages that surrounded the city. The necessit;
which the bishops and pastors felt of referring
in cases. of difficulty to an enlightened guide,
and the gratitude which they owed to the met-
ropolitan church, led them to maintain an inti-
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mate union with her. As is generally the con-
sequence in such circumstances, this reasonable
union soon degenerated into dependence. The
bishops of Rome regarded as a right the superi-
ority which the neighboring churches had vol-
untarily yielded. The encroachments of power
form a large portion of all history; the resist-
ance of those whose rights are invaded forms
the other part; and the ecclesiastical power
could not eseape that intoxication which leads
those who are lifted up to seck to raise them-
selves still higher. It felt all the influence of
this general weakness of human nature.

Nevertheless the supremacy of the Roman
bishop was at first limited to the overlooking
of the churches in the territory lawfully, sub-
ject to the prefect of Rome. But the rank
which this imperial city held in the world of-
fered to the ambition of its first pastors a pros-
pect of wider sway. The consideration which
the different Christian bishops enjoyed in the
second century was in proportion to the rank
of the city over which they presided. Rome
was the greatest, the richest, and the most
powerful city in the world. It was the seat of
empire, the mother of nations. # All the inhab-
itants of the earth are hers,” said Julian, and
Claudian declares her to be the “fountain of
laws.”

If Rome be the queen of cities, why should
not her pastor be the king of bishops? Why
should not the Roman church be the mother
of Christendom? Why should not all nations
be her children, and her authority be the uni-
versal law? Tt was natural to the heart of
man to reason thus. Ambitious Rome did so.

Hence it was that when heathen Rome fell,
she bequeathed to the humble minister of the
God of peace, seated in the midst of her own
ruins, the proud titles which her invincible
sword had won from the nations of the earth.

The bishops of the other parts of the empire,
yielding to the charm that Rome had exercised
for ages over all nations, followed the example
of the Campagna, and aided the work of usur-
pation. They willingly rendered to the bishop
of Rome something of that honor which was
due to this queen of cities; nor was there at
first anything of dependence in the honor thus
yielded. They acted towards the Roman pas-
tor as equals toward an equal; but usurped
power swells like the avalanche. Exhortations,
at first simply fraternal, soon became commands
in the mouth of the Roman pontiff. A chief
place amongst equals appeared to him a throne.

The bishops of the West favored this en-
croachment of the Roman pastors, either from
jealousy of the Eastern bishops, or because
they preferred subjection to a pope to the do-
minion of a temporal power.

On the other hand, the theological sects
which distracted the East, strove, each for itself,
to gain an interest at Rome, hoping to triumph
over its opponents by the support of the princi-
pal of the Western churches,

Rome carefully recorded these requests and
intercessions, and smiled to see the nations
throw themselves into her arms. She neg-
lected no opportunity of increasing and ex-
tending her power. The praises, the flattery,
and exaggerated compliments paid to her, and
her being consulted by other churches, became
in her hands as titles and documents of her au-
thority. Such is the heart of man exalted to a
throne; flattery intoxicates him, and his head
grows dizzy. What he possesses impels him to
aspire after more.

The doctrine of “the church,” and of “the
necessity for its visible unity,” which had
gained footing as early as the third century,
favored the pretensions of Rome. The great
bond which originally bound together the mem-
bers of the church, was a living faith in the
heart, by which all were joined to Christ as
their one Head. But various causes ere-long
conspired to originate and develop the idea of
4 necessity for some exterior fellowship. Men,

-all right.

accustomed to the associations and political
forms of an earthly country, carried their views
and habits of’ mind into the spiritual and ever-
lasting kingdom of Jesus Christ. Persccution,
powerless to destroy, or even to shake the
new community, compressed it into the form of'
a more compacted body. To the errors that
arose in the schools of deism, or in the various
sects, was opposed the truth “one and uni-
versal” received from the apostles and pre-
served in the church. All this was well, so
long as the invisible and spiritual church was
identical with the visible and outward commu-
nity.

But soon a great distinction appeared; the
form and the vital principle parted asunder.
The semblance of identical and external organ-
ization was gradually substituted in place of
the internal and spiritual unity which is the
very essence of a religion proceeding from God.
Men suffered the precious perfume of faith to
escape while they bowed themselves before the
empty vase that had held it. Faith in the
heart no longer knit together in one the mem-
bers of the church. Then it was that other
ties were sought; and Christians were united
by means of bishops, archbishops, popes, mitres,
ceremonies, and canons. The living church
retiring by degrees to the lonely sanctuary of
a few solitary souls, an exterior church was
substituted in place of it, and installed in all
its forms as of divine institution. Salvation no
longer flowing forth from that word which was
now hidden, it began to be affirmed that it
was conveyed by means of certain invented
forms, and that none could obtain it without
resorting to such means! No one, it was said,
can by his faith attain to everlasting life; Christ
communicated to the apostles, and the apostles
to the bishops, the unction of the Holy Spirit;
and this Spirit is found only in this order of
communication. In the beginning of the 208
pel, whosoever had received the spirit of Jesus
Christ was esteemed a member of the church;
now the order was inverted; and no one._unless
a member of the chuarch, was counted to have
received the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

As soon as the notion of a supposed necessity
for a visible unity of the church had taken root,
another error began to spread, namely, that it
was needful that there should be some outward
representative of that unity. Though no trace
of any primacy of St. Peter above the rest of
the apostles appears in the gospels; although
the idea of a primacy is at variance with the
mutual relations of the disciples as « brethren,”
and even with the spirit of the dispensation
which requires all the children of the Father
to minister one to another (1 Pet. 4 : 10), ac-
knowledging but one Master and Head; and
though the Liord Jesus had rebuked his disei-
ples whenever their carnal hearts conceived
desires of pre-eminence—a primacy of St.
Peter was invented, and supported by misinter-
preted texts, and men proceeded to acknowl-
edge in that apostle, and in his pretended sue-
cessor, the visible representative of visible
unity—and head of the whole church!— /)’ A2-
bigne's History of the Reformation.

Inaction a Hindrance.

Me. SpurGEON once remarked to his people:
“Many church members think that it they do
nothing wrong and make no trouble they are
: Not at all, sir, not at all. We have
a chariot, and we are all engaged to drag it.
Some of you do not put out your hands to pull;
well then, the rest of us have to labor so much
the more, and the worst of it is, we have to
draw you also. While you do not add to the
strength which draws, you increase the weight
that is to be drawn. Itis all very well for you
to say, ‘I do not hinder you' You do hinder.
and you cannot help hindering. Tf a man's
leg does not help him in walking, it cevtainly
hinders him.”
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“Stirring Times Ahead.”

“TuERE are stirring times ahead of the present
generation, and whether we shall as a people
survive or perish depends upon the intelligence
and good sense with which we meet coming
issues; and we have no time to lose in making
preparation.” '

The preceding words are full of prophetic
truth, and seem as forcible and as much to the
point as if’ they were from the pen of an Ad-
ventist. Yet the writer is not a churchman,
but one who is laboring for the good of humanity,
and is looking unto the future from another
stand-point. He is looking at the conflict be-
tween capital and labor, unjust usury, moneyed
monopolies, and extreme poverty. Certainly
Seventh-day Adventists can truly say, “There
are stirring times ahead,” when they look at
the enforcement of the Sunday law in the near
future, and is it not true that “whether we as
a people survive or perish depends upon the
intelligence, good sense,” and, we may also add,
Christian courage with which we meet coming
issues. The time will soon come when we must
show our colors, show whether we are on the
side of truth or with the enemy. As a people
we are preparing for the conflict, and are already
in the midst of it in one sense.

The printing presses in this country and in
Europe are sending forth tons of reading mat-
ter, and the living teachers are battling for the
truth, so that it is really going before ¢ peoples,
nations, and tongues, and in a sironger sense
the third angel will soon ery, “If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead or in his hand, the
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God which is poured out without mixture into
the cup of his indignation.” Rev. 14:9, 10.
The schools also, and the sanitariums, are ex-
erting a powerful influence for good. There-
fore we are meeting the enemy by intelligent
forces.

How true are the words that we have “no
time to lose in making preparation.” Cathol-
icism is increasing, and its adherents are propa-
gating their doctrines with wonderful zeal,
leaving no stone unturned in their efforts to
gain proselytes, as they are anxious to regain
lost power. And Mormonism is increasing;
they have their missionaries in nearly all parts
of the world. Spiritualists are also zealous to
increase their numbers, and they number al-
ready over 20,000,000. Infidelity in various
phases is rapidly gaining ground. The mighty
men who make wealth their god, are piling up
millions upon millions of unjust gain. All of
these classes are working with zeal, and we can
add still another, which is anxious to bring
about a union of church and State. Then cer-
tainly Seventh-day Adventists who are looking
for the soon coming of Christ, who have the
“gure word of prophecy” concerning these
“stirring times,” ‘“have no time to lose in
making preparation,” and should work with
greater zeal than any other party.

" In looking at the United States, it can be
seen that the elements of strifeare rapidly devel-
oping, as there are many enemies of free gov-
ernment, free schools, and freedom in religion.
Romanists, by their secret military organiza-
tions, are drilling and preparing for a struggle
to obtain power. Rings, favoring rich monopo-
lies, are oppressing the people. Taxes and
monopoly oppressions are consuming the pro-
duet of labor, which gives rise to associations
for mutual protection, thus creating strife be-
tween capital and labor, and the prospect now
is that this strife will greatly increase. The
Edmonds law is denounced in Utah, and a
speaker in a recent meeting at Ogden, called
“the judge,” said: “ We are bound to beat this
regulation, we have money to do it, and if that
will not do, we have bullets and steel.” In
Salt Lake, Geo. Q. Cannon denounced the Ed-
monds law and said they would triumph over

all their enemies, and beat all legislation aimed
at the Mormons.” Joseph Cook said in a re-
cent lecture, “ Who does not see that we are
drifting into the necessity of armed interference
with Mormonism ?”

It is uncertain what will be the result of the
coming contest between the two great political
parties; but one thing is certain, the elements
of strife are in our midst, the kindling material
is ready, and when the mateh is applied the
winds of contest will soon spread the flames.
Joseph Cook further says in regard to the law-
lessness in our country: “A prolific cause of
lawlessness is the animosities between races,
and religions, and political parties. A still
larger cause is intemperance. A yet larger
cause is irreligion, atheism, agnosticism, liber-
alistic ereeds, blatant infidelity, and the failure
of the church to reach the masses with the
truths that overawe the conscience.” It is dif-
ficult to tell what may be the result of the agi-
tation of the temperance question. But one
thing is certain, nnited effort against moral evils
cannot fail to bring about good results. As the
end is so near, we can only see that the evil of
intemperance will be held in check, but there
will yet be a much greater contest over the mat-
ter.

The recent riot in Cincinnati is further proof
of increasing lawlessness. The people are in-
dignant in many other localities in regard to
eriminals escaping justice. Crimes worse than
murder are committed, the most outlandish in
regard to the rights, happiness, and virtue of
women, and yet a trial by jury clears the guilty.

But not the least element in the stirring times
ahead, will be the entorcement of a Sunday
law, which will be brought about by a union
of ehurch and State. 'This union, which con-
stitutes the “image to the beast,” is clearly
predicted in the 17th chapter of Revelation;
but we have not space in this article to more
than allude to it. The Chicago Jouwrnal says:
“The Sabbath question, with its religious as-

ects, will, in all probability, be carried to the

allot-box for final settlement.” The Christian
Statesman says: “The battle will be serious;
it will divide neighborhoods, and separate very
near friends.” :

The fearful threatening of Rev. 14:9-11 has
already been alluded to. We have often thought
of the time when the Third Angel’s Message
would go forth with a “loud voice”; and does
not this consist in forcibly and specially giving
warning of the terrible judgment pronounced
against those who worship the beast and his
image, thus plainly drawing the line between
those who serve God and those who serve him
not? And is not this time right here, or near
to come? Why is this Sunday agitation going
on throughout the length and breadth of the
land? Why is this National Reform Party in-
creasing from year to year, and holding con-
ventions in our large cities to stir up the people,
if it is not to fulfill the prophecy? We are
glad to see the Sabbath Semtinel circulated to
prepare the people for the conflict. Hundreds
of’ thousands of these should be circulated, and
will be if all do their duty.

Yes, there are stirring times, and also dan-
gers, ahead in every direction; and it is a good
thing to foresee the evil and be prepared for it.
The only hiding-place is the Ark of safety.
As the disciples had only a little time in which
to flee from falling Jerusalem for security, so
now there is only a little time in which to
escape impending destruction. The only way
for the Christian is to work, watch, and pray.
“Seck righteousness, seek meekness,” and b
so doing “be hid in the day of the Lord’s
anger.” WM. PENNIMAN.

Jou~ WEsLEY sent a bank note to one of his
helpers, with this text: “Trust in the Lord and
do good, and verily thou shalt be fed.” The
best expository note for that text, he thought.

Y [ to have something to do.

Have You Faith?

TaE great event of earth’s history is at hand.
The closing message of the everlasting gospel
is being heard in many nations; and the watch-
ing, faithful ones are obeying its voice. by keep-
ing “ the commandments of God” —not except-
ing the one so long trodden under foot by al-
most the whole Christian world—¢and the faith
of Jesus,” a faith which embraces his coming
again according to his promise. Rev. 14:9-12.

And yet how few accept and appreciate this
golemn truth! Said Jesus, “ When the Son of
man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”
The truth is being proclaimed with many infalli-
ble proofs from prophecy and history; and yet
professed believers in the Bible look on “with
brute unconscious gaze,” almost entirely desti-
tute of that living faith which relies on the testi-
mony of God’s word and providence as an infalli-
ble guide. Preachers still preach, ignoring, if
not opposing, the present work of the Lord in
fulfillment of his promises contained in prophecy;
and souls are said to be converted, who are kept,
if possible, as really ignorant of these thrilling
truths as their teachers seem to be. 1 say seem
to be; for it seems impossible that learned men
of extensive travel and acquaintance, as these
“revivalsts ” are, should really be ignorant of
the great questions of the day concerning Bible
truth. The Lord’s work, though it may appear
small, is “not done in a corncr;” and though
they may avoid saying anything of it to the un-
informed multitudes, when the subject is forced
upon their attention they will be found armed
and equipped with traditions of men with which
to oppose the truth of God. Oh, the infidelity
of the professed church! Yet the Heaven-sent
message will be heard and obeyed by some.
It is even now being widely spread among
men. True hearts are responding to the eall in
many countries, and true faith shall be victorious.
Those that believe and endure shall be saved.
May Heaven speed on the work.

How is it with us who have for years ac-
cepted this closing message as the truth of God?
1s our faith active and our zeal fervent? Iave
we a faith that works? Do we appreciate -the
sacred truth for our times, and the high and
holy work to which we arecalled? Do earthly
treasures look extremely small, and are our af-
fections for them diminishing as rapidly as we
are approaching the end? “Take heed, lest at
any time your hearts be overcharged with sur-
feiting and drunkenness, and cares of this life,
and so that day come upon you unawares.”

Every heart will be tested. We who have
long enjoyed the light are held responsible for

the way in which we let our light shine. Is
our interest increasing, or decreasing? Do we

love the truth? Are we doing our best to ad-
vance it? It is well to think of these things;
for the gospel net has always taken fishes of
different kinds, but when it is brought te land,
the good are put in vessels and the bad thrown
away. Let us be co-workers with God, while
he has a work to do. R. F. CorTRELL.

Engaged by the Day.

A xing had in his garden a yawning pit of
great magnitude. One day he hired a number
of workmen to fill it up. Some went to the
sides of the pit, and as they saw its depth they
exclaimed: ¢ How is it possible to fill it!” And
they gave up the work in despair. But the
others said: *What matters it how deep it is!
We are engaged by the day and are happy
Let us be faithful in
our duty, and we will fill the pit as soon as we
possibly can.” Tet no man say, “How im-
measurable is the divine law, it is deeper than
the sea, how many statutes to perform, how
can we carry them out!” God says to man,
Thou art engaged by the day, do the work
which thou canst, and think of naught else.
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Redemption.

(Continued.)

BY many it is supposed that all the promises
of the possession of the land were fulfilled to
the natural descendants of Abraham who dwelt
in the land of Canaan. We have given to us
in the Scriptures several lines of proof showing
that the possession of the land of Canaan did
not fulfill the promise; that that land, in the
condition in which they received it, was not the
true inheritance of Abraham’s seed, but only
typical of it.

1. The dwelling of the children of Israel
in the land of Canaan was not a fulfillment of
the promise that Abraham, Isaae, and Jacob
should possess it. It was not said merely that
their children should inherit it, but that they
and their seed should receive it for an everlast-
ing possession. Stephen said that Abraham
had no inheritance in it. no not so much as to
set his foot on. This is proved to be literally
true, in that he had to buy of the inhabitants
of the land a place to bury Sarah, his wife, in
Hebron. And Paul said that Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob, heirs with him of the same
promise, died without receiving it, and con-
fessed that thev were strangers and pilgrims
on the earth. This alone would be sufficient to
prove that the promise remains to be fulfilled.

2. According to Paul's testimony in Gal. 3:
16, Christ was the seed to whom the promise
was made; and he, as Abraham, was a sojourner
in the same land. He had “not where to lay
his head.” He was the world’s Maker, des-
tined to be the world’s Redeemer, and yet
spent a life of toil and suffering in the world
without a resting-place or home upon the earth.
He purchased the redemption of the earth by
bearing in his person the curse of the earth,
even as he will redeem man because he bore
the curse of man. When the ground was
cursed the Lord said it should bring forth
thorns because of man’s transgression; these it
would never have produced if sin had not en-
tered. And Jesus, when he was made an offer-
ing for sin; when he was placed in the hands
of the powers of earth, was crowned with
thorns. The old purple robe and the erown of
thorns were a mockery of his right as king,
but they became a part of the means of his
final triumph—a means of vindicating the jus-
tice of God before men and angels in the Judg-
ment. He was “the heir” whom the men of
the vineyard cast out and slew. But he will
come again to claim his own, and they will be
destroyed. Matt. 21 : 33-42.

3. There is an argument from analogy on
this subject which is very conclusive, besides
the direct declarations of the Seriptures, show-
ing that the whole earth was contemplated in
the original promise. This argument must be
admitted by all who claim to be the seed of
Abraham, and recognize as valid the covenant
made with him. In this covenant we find
three prominent points, namely, 1. The land of
promise, 2. The seed to whom the promise
was made. 3. The token of the covenant,
which is cireumeision. All that will be here
claimed on points 2 and 3 will be readily ac-
cepted by all New Testament believers.

The seed. The reader of the Old Testament
might easily conclude that “the seed” to
whom the promises were made included only
the literal descendants of Abraham. But the
term was soon restricted, and was shown to
refer, not to all who descended from Abraham,
but to those descending from him through one
of his sons, Isaac. And in the New Testament
it is shown that the term refers primarily to
Christ, the real child of promise, and second-
arily to all who are Christ’s by faith. Thus it
is said:—

“He is not a Jew which is one outwardly;

. . DBut heisa Jew which is one inwardly.”
Rom. 2:28, 29. And again: “For they are
not all Israel, which are of Israel; neither be-

cause they are the seed of Abraham are they
all children; but, In Isaac shall thy seed be
called. That is, They which are the children
of the flesh, these are not the children of God;
but the children of the promise are counted for
the seed.” Rom. 9:6-8.

Therefore the true heirs of the promise are
not counted by natural descent, but are of all
nationalities, as the apostle says:—

*“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And
if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham’s seed,
and heirs according to the promise.” Gal. 3:
28, 29.

“Wherefore remember, that ye being in
time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
uneircumeision by that which is called the cir-
cumcision in the flesh made by hands; that at
that time ye were without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strang-
ers from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world; but now,
in Christ Jesus, ye who sometime were far off
are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” Eph.
2:11-13.

The Gentiles were “aliens from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the cove-
nants of promise;” but the gospel of Christ is
the means of their naturalization, so that now
they belong to the true Israel of God if they
are of faith, and are “fellow-heirs, and of the
same body, and partakers of his promise in
Christ by the gospel.” Eph. 3 : 6.

The token. When the covenant was made
with Abraham a sign, or token, was given to
him. The Lord said to him: “ Every man-child
among you shall be circumecised. And ye shall
circumeise the flesh of your foreskin; and it
shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me
and you.” Gen. 17:10, 11. This more than
any other one thing was a mark of separation
between the Jews and the Gentiles. And this,
from its terms, was confined to the male por-
tion of the children of Abraham, “Every man-
child among you.”

But in the New Testament everything on
this subject is different, both in substance and
manner. As we have seen that he is not a Jew,
or child of Abraham, who is one outwardly, so
“mneither is that circumcision which is ontward
in the flesh. Circumecision is that of
the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but of God.”
Rom. 2:28 29. “In whom also ye are cir-
cumcised with the circumecision made without
hands, in putting off the body of the sins of
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.” Col.
2:11.

Circumcision was called “a token of the
covenant;” in the New Testament it is called a
sign and a seal; Rom. 4:11. And the scal, or
circumeision, of the New Testament is further
explained as follows: “In whom also after that
ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy
Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our
inheritance.” Eph. 1:13, 14.

The earnest is the same as the seal ov token.
Again it is written:—

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.
Eph. 4:30. «“Who hath also sealed us, and
given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”
2 Cor: 1: 22.

This is the circumecision of the heart, in the
spirit; the true token or sign of our heirship.
And as it was said to Abraham that the uncir-
cumeised man-child should be cut off—he had
no part in the covenant; so it is now said, «If
any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is
none of his.” TRom.8:9. He has not the seal
or token of the covenant, and has no part in
the covenant.

Now mark the analogy. All Christians be-
lieve that the seed or children of Abraham,
and circumcision, have a place in the gospel;
that they are brought over into this dispensa-

tion; only they are enlarged in their termg,
and made to apply to those and that to which
they did not seem to apply when first the cov-
enant was made. Now an enlargement of
them is the very opposite of nullifying them,
or having them expire by limitation.

But if they to whom a certain promise is
made, and the token or assurance of that
promise, are brought into the New Testament,
why not also the promise itself? And if the
terms of the other are enlarged, it is only rea-
sonable to expect that of this they would be
also. And thus we find it written: “ For the
promise, that he should be the Aeir of the world,
was not to Abraham, or to bis seed, through
the law, but through the righteousness of
faith.” Rom. 4:13. “Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inkerit the earth.” Matt. 5: 5.

We fully believe, as before remarked, that
God’s original purpose in the creation of the
earth will be fulfilled, that the restoration of
the earth from the eurse, from thorns and this-
tles, and from everything that could annoy its
inhabitants, was included in the promise that
the seed of the woman should bruise the head
of the serpent; or, in the words of the New
Testament, that Christ should destroy the
works of the devil. The “first dominion”
given to man shall be returned to him, but
the promise of restoration was made to and
through Abraham and his seed, and we receive
it as his heirs. The mecek shall inkerit the
earth. To inherit is to possess by heirship; but
our heirship is solely of Abraham our father.

Two objections raised against this view we
will notice, 1. That the righteous, the meck,
do now possess the earth; that all the blessings
and enjoyments of this world really belong to
the people of God. 2. That the Israelites are
said to have had all the promises made to
their fathers fulfilled to them in their possessing
the land of Canaan.

The first objection is readily disposed of; in-
deed it reems strange that uny one with the
New Testament in his hands should urge that
the meek now inherit the earth; that the prom-
ises are now being fulfilled to them. But some
eminent theolosical scholars have urged this
view. It is disproved by most explicit declara-
tions of the Seriptures.

(1) The poor of this world, the rich in faith,
are only “heirs of the kingdom which God
hath promised to them that love him;” the
kingdom prepared “from the foundation of the
world.”

(2) When the meek inherit the earth “they
shall delight themselves in the abundance of
peace.” Ps. 37:11. This is not the case at
present, as we all know by observation and
experience; the following words of our Saviour
settle it:—

(3) “In the world ye shall have tribulation;
but be of good cheer, 1 have overcome the
world.” John 16:33. The enjoyment or bless-
ing of the Christian is not from or of the world,
but from what Jesus has done for us to over-
come the world. So far from the meek baving
“abundance of peace” in this world, they have
persecutions and afflictions; their life is only a
warfare, in which they are speedily overcome if
they lay aside their armor.

(4) The wicked inberit more of this present
world than the righteous do, the latter being
“the poor of this world,” while a woe is pro-
nounced upon therich. But the scripture says:
“Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the
son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with
the son of the frecwoman.” Gen. 21:10; Gal.
4:30.. If the inheritance is of this present
world, the son of the bondwoman has the
largest share.

(5) Abraham dwelt in the land, but he did
not inherit it. He with others, heirs with him
of the same promise, dwelt in the land of
promise as in a strange country. And so the
apostle said his brethren were “strangers and
pilgrims.” 2 Peter 2:11. Abraham had to
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buy a place to bury his dead in the land which
®as promised to him for an everlasting posses-
sion; even so now, the children of Abraham
have an abiding-place in the earth only by pay-
ing tribute to earthly powers. But of this we
do not complain. The time for us to inherit the
earth has not yet come.

(6) That the Spirit is an “earnest of our in-
heritance” is proot on this point. The earnest
looks to the fulfillmentof a promise in the future.
When God promised the land to Abraham he
gave him circumeision as a token, an assurance
of his promise. So now we have the circum-
cision of the Spirit, “which is the earnest of our
inheritance.” How long do we need the ear-
nest or token? Until we take possession of the
inheritance. And howlongisthatin the future?
“Until the redemption of the purchased pos-
session.” The meek will not inherit the earth
before it is redecmed, for in its present state
they can only possess it in common with the
children of the bondwoman, and they cannot
“delight themselves in the abundance of peace.”
Jesus purchased the earth with the right to re-
deem it from the curse. And he will surely
claim his right, and his people shall receive
their reward. The expectation ofthe poor shall
not perish. “The kingdom and dominion, and
the greatness of the kingdom wunder the whole
heaven, shall be given to the people of the
saints of the Most High.” Dan. 7:27.

Ebrror.
(Z'o be continued.)

Modern Terrorism.

Tais is what English papers call the late dem-
onstrations of the dynamite fiends in that
- country. The explosion at Victoria Station,
and the discovery of plots to blow up other
publie buildings in Liondon, has caused no little
anxiety in English circles. Many comments
have been offered by the press. While some
suggest that the arrest and summary execution
of a few leaders in these villainies would restore
former peace and quietness, others are inclined
to look at the matter in a more serious light.
They regard the late developments as nothing
less than the outgrowth of irreligion and atheism,
and that they forebode only evil to the country.
In a review of the matter, the Rock (English)
makes the following comments: «Modern ter-
rorism, which has made its formidable attacks
to be felt in so many parts of Europe, has come
unpleasantly close to ourselves. Unfortunately
England does not stand alone in these murder-
ous exploits. Russia has long endured the
horrible fatalism embodied in Nihilism. France
has repeatedly suffered from the intermittent
outbreaks of Communism. Germany has com-
mendably invoked stern legislation against
Socialism, as the English Parliament did against
the ripened Fenianism of Ireland. Austria has
recently placed in a state of siege cerfain dis-
triets, one of which includes Vienna. Even Nor-
way is in the throes of a society warfare, in
which the main question is whether there shall
be an utter abolition of religion, education, and
proprietary rights.

“What is the fundamental cause of all these
outbursts of social iniquity? We believe the
originating prineiple to be a compound one, and
in complete correspondence with the ‘perilous
times’ in which we live, and of which the
most potent element is, beyond all question,
the general depravity and prevalent irreligion.
Look where we will there is an upheaval of
social forces intimately connected with the
skeptical, the immoral, and the ignorant classes.
The dangers are not confined to one order of
society. The same causes which are manifestly
ripening for catastrophe in the proletariat
(the socialist class), are also conspicious enough
in some of the upper strata of society. Reflex
action has been already, and will be even more
swiftly, retributive. The new race of politicians

and progressionists sneer at piety as effeminacy.
and what shall we say of the rampant Sabbath-
breaking, of the scornful treatment of the Bible,
of holy things and persons caricatured? Of one
nation of old we have sundry lurid pictures of
their extensive but hollow religious professions,
of their fashionable excesses, and of their gross
immorality. These were the pregnant causes
of the ultimate destruction of the Jewish polity.
The eloquence of Isaiah’s delineations are as
lamentably accurate of modern HEnglish society
as ever they were of Jewish life. Atheism, like
a subtile refuge, is entwining its deadly folds
around its victims; and Universalism, Positivism,
and other members of the poisonous family
group are seducing unwary minds into a whirl-
pool of misery, ignorance, and erime. <No God’
is the social watchword across the channel;
‘No God’ is becoming popularized at home by
men who stick it nothing, neither the claims
of religion, social law, nor proprietary right.
When these existing elements of terrorism
have burst into vigor, history will repeat itself
even to the dregs of retributive punishment.”
It is not necessary for Americans to journey
across the Atlantic to appreciate the above
statements. And while the picture thus drawn
of English society is not a flattering one, yet if
applied to the social condition of this country,
it would not be overdrawn. The prevalence of
irreligion in all grades of society is almost appall-
ing, and yet there were never more church
members than at the present time. Each sue-
ceeding year seems to outdo its predecessor in
producing startling crimes. If things go on at
the present rate, it cannot be long before ret-
ributive justice must overtake the world. A
glance about us, and a moment’s thought, can
but convince us that we have met the “perilous
times” of the last days. J. O. Coruiss.
Walla Walla, W. 1.

Returning to God.

It is a sad thought that any soul who has
once enlisted in the service of God should ever
grieve his Spirit, or allow himself to be led into
sin; thus yielding to the enemy of all righteous-
ness. But that such is the experience of some
is proved by both scripture and observation.

David, of whom at one period in his life it
was said that he was a man after God’s own
heart, sinned against the Lord, and brought
upon himself that seathing rebuke recorded in
2 Sam. 12 : 7-12. <

God visited the sin of David upon him in the
death of the child which was born unto him,
and raised up evil against him out of his own
house, so that his life was embittered by the
rebellion of his son Absalom.

But David confessed his sin, and was assured
by the prophet that his iniquity was forgiven
him. Nevertheless it was for the glory of
God that the child should die, because the king’s
sin had given great occasion to the enemies of
the Lord to blaspheme. Thus it is that sin al-
ways brings a measure of suffering.

But God in mercy is ready to forgive our
transgressions when we come to him, and by
confession and true repentance put the evil out
of our hearts; yet for his glory and our good, he
permits us to suffer the minor consequences of
our iniquities; thereby enabling us to form some
conception of the sinfulness of sin.

Though God is holy, and cannot look upon
sin with the least degree of allowance; and
while the sin of backsliding must be (if we may
so speak) doubly black in his sight, yet the
Bible abounds in invitations to those who have
wandered away from the Lord to return unto
him for “he will abundantly pardon.”

The language of inspiration is: * Turn, O back-
sliding children, saith the Lord; for I am mar-
ried unto you; and I will take you one of a city
and two of a family, and [ will bring you to
Zion.” Jer. 3: 14.

In the parable of the prodigal son we have
a most touching .lustration of the willingness
of our heavenly Father to welcome the humble
penitent. Oh, the gooduess and mercy of God!
His judgments are unsearchable, and  his ways
past finding out.”

But, backslider, how long will you presume
upon the mercy of God, and continue to grieve
his Spirit? ‘How long will you stay in the ene-
my’s country and feed upon the husks of sin?
Throw off the speil which Satan has cast over
you, and like the prodigal resolve, “ I will arise
and go to my father.” C. P. BoLLMAN.

Barefooted Nuns.

Baron Parer contributes to the Paris Fig-
aro a strange history, under the title of “ An
hour among the dead.” The dead in this case
are living women who regard themselves as
“dead to the world.” They are, in fact, the
little known order of the Barefooted Clares.
These ladies possess a cloister in Paris, in which
there are eighteen nuns and a few lay sisters
who act as their servants. Fourteen of the
present staff of nuns are under twenty-three
years of age. The reason of this, according to
Baron Palet, is terrible enongh to justify the
intervention of the State. The rule of the
Clares is so excessively severe that nearly all the
professed inmates die young. They wear a
rough woolen dress, with a rope as a girdle;
they go barefoot on the cold stone flooring; they
never warm themselves at a fire—even the
kitchen fire is placed beyond their access; they
eat meat only oncea year; they sleep on a narrow
board; they must spend ten hours everyday upon
their knees; they live entirely upon alms; they
are only allowed to speak to one another upon
rare occasions. The Abbess, through a grating,
assured him that more than one of her nuns,
through cultivation of this grace of silence,
had actually lost the power of forming a sen-
tence. We doubt if Mr. Carlyle himself would
have approved so prodigious a development of
the axiom that “speech is silver, silence is gold.”
—Christian Reflector.

“Yet a Little While.”

TrERE is a wondrous healing power in “a
little while.” A little while, and the tears of
childhood give place to smiles of joy; a little
while, and the weariness of the toiler is ex-
changed for refreshment and repose; a little
while, and the hour of temptation is past, and
he who was sore oppressed by the adversary,
raises his thanksgiving to God who giveth the
victory; a little while, and the oppressor is
broken, and deliverance comes to the loyal, trust-
ing soul; a little while, and the bitter days of
tribulation are done, and the heart, tossed,
troubled and discouraged, finds repose in the
providence of the Lord Jesus Christ; a little
while, and the anguish of bereavement is as-
suaged, the broken heart bound up, the sorrow-
ing soul made glad, and the discouraged one
goes forward in the strength of God; a little
while, and the weary pilgrimage is ended, the
fight is v.on, and the victory is gained. “A lit-
tle while and he that shall come will come and
will not tarry,” is the testimony of faith to the
struggling, trusting church.

Let us rejoice in him who thus gives us ever-
lasting consolation; and, though the time to us
seems long, and the years to us seem weary, yet
our gracious Lord ever whispers in our ears,
“Yet a little while.” Blessed are they who can
trust his precious word, and can believe that
“our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory; while we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen; for the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are not seen are
eternal.”—T%he Christian.
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LESSON FOR THE PACIFIC COAST.—MAY 17.

Acts, CHAPTERS 22:17—23: 24,

Paul a Prisoner,

TrE latter part of the previous lesson pre-
sents the apostle as a prisoner in charge of the
Roman soldiers at Jerusalem, who had rescued
him from a violent assault of the Jews, a few
days after his arrival from Macedonia. Just
after his rescue he had asked permission to ad-
dress the excited mob, and proceeded to do so
in the Hebrew language. The multitude lis-
tened to him until he came to the point of re-
lating how the Lord had sent him to preach
the gospel to the Gentiles, when they burst
forth in renewed clamor against him. Begin-
ning here, we quote from “Sketches from the
Life of Paul,” by Mrs. E. G. White, as follows:

He endeavored to show that his work among
the Gentiles had not been from choice. He
had desired to labor for his own nation; but in
that very temple the voice of God had spoken
to him in holy vision, directing his course “far
hence, unto the Gentiles.” Hitherto the peo-
ple had given close attention, but when he
reached the point in his history where he was
appointed Christ’s ambassador to the Gentiles,
their fury broke forth anew. Accustomed to
look upon themselves as the only people fa-
vored of God, they could not endure the thought
that the despised Gentiles should share the
privilege which bad hitherto belonged exclu-
sively to themselves. National pride bore down
every argument which could influence their
reason or command their reverence. An out-
burst of rage interrupted his speech, as all with
one voice cried out, “ Away with such a fellow
from the earth; for it is not fit that he should
live!” In their excitement they flung off their
garments, as they had done years before at the
martyrdom of Stephen, and threw dust into
the air with frantie violence.

This fresh outbreak threw the Roman cap-
tain into great perplexity. He had not under-
stood Paul's Hebrew address, and concluded
from the general excitement that his prisoner
must be guilty of some great erime. The loud
demands of the people that Paul be delivered
into their hands made the commander tremble.
He ordered him to be immediately taken unto
the barracks and examined by scourging, that
he might be forced to confess his guilt.

The body of the apostle was stretched out,
like that of a common malefactor, to receive
the lashes. There was no friend to stand by
him. He was in a Roman barrack, surrounded
only by brutal soldiers. But, as on a former

oceasion at Philippi, he now rescued himself

from this degradation, and gained advantage
for the gospel, by appealing to his rights as a
Roman citizen.

He quietly said to the centurion who had
been appointed to superintend this examination,
“Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a
Roman, and uncondemned?” The centurion
immediately went and told the chief captain,
saying, “talke heed what thou doest; for this
man is a Roman.”

On hearing this, Liysias was alarmed for
himself. A Roman might not be punished be-
fore he had been legally condemned, nor pun-
ished in this manuer at all. The chief captain
well knew how stringent were the laws pro-
tecting the rights of citizenship, and that if
the statement were true he had, in his proceed-
ings against Paul, violated these laws.

He immediately went in person to the pris-
oner, and questioned him concerning the truth

of the centurion’s report. Paul assured him
that he was indeed a Roman citizen; and when
the officer exclaimed, “With a great sum ob-
tained 1 this freedom,” Paul declared, “But I
was free born.” The preparation for torture
went no farther, and those commissioned to con-
duct his examination left him. Paul was, how-
ever, still held in custody, as the nature of his
offense had not yet been inquired into.

On the next day the chief captain summoned
a meeting of the Jewish Sanhedrim, with the
high priest, and brought Paul down from the
castle, under the protection of a sufficient force
to guard against any attempt upon his life.
The apostle now stood in the presence of that
council of which he himself had been a mem-
ber,—that council by which Stephen had been
condemuved. The memory of that scene, and
of his own efforts to secure the condemmnation
of the servant of Christ, came vividly before
his mind. As he looked upon those who were
to be his judges, he recognized many who had
been his associates in the school of Gamaliel,
and who had also united with him in persecut-
ing the disciples of Jesus. They were now as
eager to put Paul to death as they had been to
destroy Stephen.

The apostle’s bearing was calm and firm.
The peace of Christ, ruling in his heart, was
expressed upon his countenance. But his look
of conscious innocence offended his accusers,
and when he fearlessly addressed them, ¢ Men
and brethren, I have lived in all good con-
science before God until this day,” their hatred
was kindled afresh, and the high priest ordered
him to be smitten upon the mouth. At this in-
human command, Paunl exclaimed, “God shall
smite thee, thou whited wall, for sittest thon
to judge me after the law, and commandest
me to be smitten contrary to the law?” These
words were not an qutburst of passion. Under
the influence of the Holy Spirit, Paul uttered a
prophetic denunciation similar to that which
Christ had uttered in rebuking the Lypocrisy
of the Jews. The judgment pronounced by
the apostle was terribly fulfilled when the in-
iquitous and hypocritical high priest was mur-
dered by assassins in the Jewish war. But the
bystanders regarded the words of Panl as pro-
fane, and exclaimed with horror, “Revilest
thou God'’s high priest?” Paul answered with
his usual courtesy, “I wist not, brethren, that
he was the high priest; for it is written, Thou
shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people.”

Paul was convinced that he could not hope
for a fair trial and just decision at this tribunal.
And his natural penetration and shrewdness
enabled him to take advantage of the circum-
stances. The Sanhedrim council was made up
of Pharisees and Sadducees, who had long
been at variance npon the doctrine of the res-
urrection. Knowing this, the apostle cried out,
in clear, decided tones, “Brethren, I am a
Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; of the hope
and resurrection of the dead I am ecalled in
question.”

These words, appealing to the sympathies of |
those who agreed with him in regard to the|
resurrection, bronght a change in the council.
The two parties began to dispute among them-
selves, and thus the strength of their opposi-
tion against Paul was broken, for however well
united they were in warring against the gospel,
they were divided by an insurmountable bar-
rier in other matters of religious faith. The
Pharisees flattered themselves that they had
found in Paul a champion against their power-
ful rivals; and their hatred against the Saddu-
cees was even greater than their hatred against
Christ and his apostles. With great vehemence
they now began to vindicate Paul, using nearly
the same language that Gamaliel had used many
years before: “We find no evil in this man;
but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him,
let us not fight against God.”

The sentence was hardly completed before !
the judgment-hall became a scene of the wild- !

est confusion. The Sadducees were eagerly
trying to get possession of the apostle, that
they might put him to death, and the Pharisees
were as eagerly trying to protect him. Again
it seemed that he would be torn in pieces by
the angry combatants. Lysias, being informed
of what was taking place, immediately gave
orders to his soldiers to bring the prisoner with-
out delay back to the fortress.

Thus closed the scenes of this eventful day.
Evening found Paul still in the Roman bm'racﬁ,
the rude soldiery his sole companions, their
brutal jests and revolting blasphemy the only
sounds that fell upon his ear. He was not now
nerved up by the presence of his enemies, nor
was he supported by the presence of his friends.
The future seemed enveloped in darkness. He
feared that his course might not have been
pleasing to God. Could it be that he had made
a mistake after all in his visit to Jerusalem?
Had his great desire to be in union with his
brethren led to this disastrous result?

And now he was in prison, and his enemies,
in their desperate malice, would resort to any
means to put him to death. Could it be that
his work for the churches was closed, and that
ravening wolves were to enter in, not sparing the
flock? The cause of Christ was near his heart,
and with deep anxiety he contemplated the perils
of the scattered churches, exposed to the perse-
cutions of just such men as he had encountered
in the Sanhedrim council. In distress and dis-
couragement he wept and prayed. The Lord
was not unmindful of his servant. He had
guarded him from the murderous throng in the
temple courts, he had been with him before the
Sanhedrim council, he was with him in the for-
tress, and was pleased to reveal himself to his
faithful witness. As on trying oceasions several
times before, Paul was now comforted and en-
couraged by a vision in the night season. Such
a visitation had been granted him in the house
of Aquila and Priscilla at Corinth, when he was
contemplating leaving the city for a more safe
and prosperous field. And now the Lord stood
by him and said, “Be of good cheer, Paul; for
as thou has testified of me in Jerusalem, so
must thou bear witness also at Rome.” Paul
had long looked forward to a visit to Rome; he
-greatly desired to witness for Christ there, but
had felt that his purposes were frustrated by
the enmity of the Jews. He little thought,
even now, that it would be as a prisoner of the
Lord that he would go to Rome.

In the peaceful hours of the night, while the
Lord was visiting his discouraged servant, the
enemies of Paul were eagerly plotting his de-
struction. “And wher it was day, certain of
the Jews banded together, and bound them-
selves under a curse, saying that they would
neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul.
And they were more than forty which had
made this conspiracy.” Here was such a fast
as the Lord through Isaiah bad condemned
many years before,— a fast “for strife and de-
bate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness.”
The Jews thus sought to give to their diabolical
plan the sanction of religion. Having fortified
themselves by their dreadful oath, they came to
the chief priests and members of the Sanhedrim,
and made known their purpose. It was pro-
posed to request that.Paul be again brought
before the court, asif for a further investigation
of his case, and that the assassins would lie in
wait and murder him while on his way from
the fortress. Such was the harrible erime
masked under a show of religious zeal. In-
stead of rebuking the Satanic scheme, the
priests and rulers eagerly acceded to it. Paul
had spoken the truth when he compared Ana-
nias to a whited sepulcher.

The next day the plot would have been car-
ried into effect, had not God by his providence
interposed to save the life of his servant.
When Peter had been made a prisoner and con-
demned to death, the brethren had offered
earnest prayer to God day and night for his de-
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iverance. But no such interest was manifested
n behalt’ of him who was looked upon as an
apostate from Moses, a teacher of dangerous
doctrines. 1t was not to the elders whose coun-
sel had brought him into this dangerous position,
but to the watchful sympathy of a relative,
that Paul owed his escape from a violent death.

A nephew of the apostle, to whom he was
strongly attached, heard of the murderous con-
spiracy, and without delay reported” the matter
to his uncle. Paul immediately called for one
of the centurions, and requested him to take
the young man to the commandant, saying that
he had important information to give him. The
youth was accordingly brought before Claudius
Lysias, who received him kindly, and taking
him aside, inquired the nature of' his message.
The young man related the particulars of the
conspiracy, and with deep fecling entreated the
commandant not to grant the request which
would be surely made, that Paul be again
brought before the council. lLiysias listened
with close attention. He saw the difficulties of
the situation, and instantly formed his plans.
Choosing, however, not to reveal them, he dis-
missed the youth, with the single admonition:
“See thou tell no man that thou hast showed
these things to me.”

When the young man had gone, the com-
mandant “called unto him two eenturions,
saying, Make ready two hundred soldiers to go
to Cmsarea, and horsemen threescore and ten,
and spearmen two hundred, at the third hour of
the night; and provide them beasts, that they
may set Paul on, and bring him safe unto IFelix
the governor.”

Lysias gladly improved this opportunity to
get Paul off his hands. He was the object of
80 great animosity, and his presence created so
widespread an excitement, that a riot might
occur among the people at any time, witl. con-
sequences dangerous to the commandant him-
self. The Jews as a people were in a state of
excitement and irritation, and tumults were of
frequent oceurrence. A short time previous, a
Roman knight of far higher rank than Lysias
himself, had been violently taken and dragged
by the maddened Jews around the walls of
Jerusalem, and finally beheaded, because he re-
ceived a bribe from the Samaritans. Upon the
suspicion of similar crimes, other high officials
had been imprisoned and disgraced. Should
Paul be murdered, the chief.captain might be
charged with having been bribed to connive at
his death. There was now sufficient reason to
send him away secretly, and thus get rid of an
embarrassing responsibility.

It was important that no time be lost. At
nine in the evening, the body of soldiers, with
Paul in the midst, marched out of the fortress,
and through the dark and silent streets of the
city, and at a rapid pace, pursued their journey
toward Cmsarea. At Antipatris, thirty-five
miles from Jerusalem, the travelers halted.
There was now little danger of attack, and in
the morning the four hundred foot-soldiers were
sent back to Jerusalem, while the horsemen
continued their journey.

The distance from Antipatris to Cmsarea was
but twenty-five miles, and it was in the broad
light of day that Paul, attended by “threescore
and ten horsemen,” entored the city. How un-
like his present escort was the humble Chris-
tian company that had attended him on the
journey from Casarea but a few days before!
Notwithstanding his changed surroundings, he
was recognized by Philip and others of his
Christian associates, whose hearts were shocked
and saddened at the swift realization of their
forebodings.

Waar is there which makes the heart of a
Christian rejoice in sorrow, and gives comfort
to the mourner, as he sees his dear ones laid in
the grave, but that they shall rise again? It is
the Christian’s only hope. 1 Thess. 4:13-18.

@emperance,

Prohibition in Kansas—Result of Thirty
Month’s Trial.

ON the 4th of December, I mailed a series of
questions to every county attorney, county
superintendent, and police judge. in the State,
for the purpose of learning the effect and present
status of prohibition. Replies have been re-
ceived from over one-third of the six hundred
letters sent out, constituting a full report from
sixty-six of the eighty-one organized counties
of the State, including all the populous counties.
These replies demonstrate three facts favorable
to prohibition: 1. That it has materially de-
creased the number of saloons; 2. That an un-
usually large per cent. of prosecutions under the
law have resulted in convictions; 3. That the
principle of prohibition is growing stronger.

It must be borne in mind that these figures
come from the officers of the State, without ref-
erence to their views upon prohibition, and are
therefore not subject to the imputation of being
the product of fanaticism. In our letters we
stated that we wanted the facts, whether favor-
able or unfavorable to prohibition. We believe
the facts were given, and that the figures pre-
sented are as authentic as can possibly be
obtained.

In these sixty-six counties there were 708 sa-
loons prior to May 1, 1881, the date the pro-
hibitory law took effect. There are now, in the
same territory, 313 saloons—160, or over half
of which, are in Lieavenworth; leaving but 153
saloons in the sixty-six counties. not including
Leavenworth. Prohibition, in less than three
years, has closed 395 saloons. During this time
the population has increased 12 per cent. If
our saloons had kept pace with the population,
we would now have 792 saloons; so that in
reality prohibition has prohibited 479 saloons
in the territory named.

Prior to May 1, 1881, there were saloons in
every one of these sixty-six counties. To-day,
the 313 saloons in existence are confined to
twenty-five counties, over half the number being
in a single county. Prohibition has therefore
absolutely driven the saloons out of forty-one
counties, in which they existed under license.

“You can’t convict the saloon-keepers,” has
been so often repeated that many regard it as
an axiomatic truth. In the early stages of
prosecutions, it was difficult to conviet. But
the reports of the officers who have charge of
this class of cases, show that, as a general prop-
osition, it is far from the truth. In the district
courts of these counties, there have been 460
cases tried, resulting in 351 convictions, 47 ac-
quittals, and 62 hung juries, or seven convictions
out of every nine cases tried,

In justice courts there have been 572 cases
tried, with 378 convictions, 65 acquittals, and 59
hung juries, or convictions in three-fourths of
all the cases tried. In these cases the fines im-
posed amount to $95,200. In addition to these
fines, there have been 81 saloon-keepers im-
prisoned for various periods of time, aggre-
gating 137 months and 19 days, or 11 years, 5
months and 19 days.

There has been a larger proportion of con-
viction in whisky cases than in any other class
of cases tried, as reference to the eriminal docket
of any court in the State will prove. There are
now pending in the district courts of the State
218 cases, showing a vigorous determination to
complete the work so well begun.

In fifty-one of these counties, the reports all
agree that the principle of prohibition is growing
stronger with the people. Inseven it isreported
weaker, whileitremains the samein eight. This,
of course, is a mere matter of judgment. If pro-
hibition can accomplish these results in thirty
months, who can say the experiment has failed ?

Or, how long will it be until the unyielding
sentiment of loyalty will erush out the 313
struggling saloons still running ?—Jus. 4. Trowut-
man, Sec’y State Temperance Union.

Temperate Endarance.

Wesron’s great walk of 5,000 miles in 100 days
was completed March 15. The task was un-
dertaken under the auspices of the Church of
England Temperance Society, and began on
November 21, after which day and up to the
conclusion of the walk, he covered fifty miles
every day, except Christmas day, and then the
necessary miles were made during the ensuing
week.  Weston suffered from a severely biis-
tered heel, but struggled on for the first 3,000
miles, when the sore healed over. The last 300
miles were covered at the Vietoria Palace,
where he made a spurt of one mile in 9:17.
Dr. W. B. Richardson states that the feat
which Weston has accomplished is entirely new
in the history of the world. When first pro-
posed he had some doubt of its propriety, as any
accidental failure would have discredited the
principle that total abstinence from stimulants
was the best gnaranty for endurance; but now all
friends of temperance were extremely satisfied
that the feat had been done, of a man walking
for four months at the rate of fifty miles a day
without having the least resort to what the
people of this country had for centuries be-
lieved to be a staminal support for all mankind.
All might be satisfied now that stimulants were
perfectly useless for sustaining great physical
efforts, whether under tropical heat or polar
cold. He, in the interests of medical science,
had been watching Weston for the last week,
and Mr. Green, a most accomplished observer,
had never left Weston, recording his pulse,
breathing, weight, height, and every circum-
stance that could ultimately be of use in mak-
ing this great experiment of benefit to the
world. The conclusion was that he was in a
perfectly healthy condition, both of body and
of mind, and if examined for insurance would
be returned as a first-class life. Nothing in the
shape of fatigue, or strain of any sort was ap-
parent, and that was to be attributed to his
having lived so perfectly healthy and natural a
life during this long period of exertion, and to
his having taken nothing which had strained
the heart, or confused the brain, or interfered
with the natural process of waste.—Sel.

Poor Jacko.

SomEk time ago a gentleman, who had been
very kind to an Italian emigrant, received from
him the present of a fine monkey. Pleased
with his present, the gentleman spent much of
his time teaching Jacko (the monkey) various
tricks, so that in a little while he could very
successfully imitate his master in most things.
Desirous of exhibiting his favorite, the gentle-
man resolved to invite some of his male friends
to a dinner party; and that Jacko might play
the gentleman to advantage there was but one
thing lacking—Jacko as yet had not learned to
smoke. To remedy this, his master one day
lit a cigar, an example which Jacko soon fol-
lowed.  But, alas! it fared badly with him.
Many a wry face did he show, but, encouraged
by his master, he continued to puff, puff away.
At last, overcome by the pernicious fumes, his
eyes rolled in their sockets, his limbs gave way,
and down he fell as drunk as a toper; and all
that his master could do was of no avail, poor
Jacko died! No wonder, for tobacco is a poi-
son, and hundreds of men and boys have been
killed by it.

A college of physicians has said that not less
than 20,000 persons in our land die every year
by the use of this poison. Three young men
formed a smoking club, and they all died within
two years. The doctor was asked what they
died of. He said “ they were smoked to death.”
—Temperance Banner.
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Trine Immersion.

WaY do we make two ceremonies of the Lord’s
SuJ)per, and condemn the Dunkards for dividing the
ordinance of baptism, when the grammatical con-
struction of the works in each ordinance is so nearly
alike? Ty

Axs. In one we have the most explicit state-
ment of the action of our Lord giving thanks twice;
in the other we have neither Seripture, reason, nor
the “grammatical construction of the words” to
justify the dividing of the ordinance.

Matt. 26:26, 27, says: “Jesus took bread and
blessed (gave thanks, margin; see other texts), and
brake, and gave to the disciples, and said, Take, eat;
this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave
thanks, and gave it to them,” &c. It is one ordi-
nance, that is, the Lord’s Supper, but thanks were
given over each part of it.

Mark 14:22, 23: “And as they did eat, Jesus
took bread, and blessed, and gave thanks, and break,
and gave to them. and said, Take, eat; this is my
body. And he took the cup, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them.”

1 Cor. 11 :23-25: “The Lord Jesus, the same night
in which he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat;
this is my body, which is broken for you; this do in
remembrance of me. Affer the same manner also
he took the cup,” &c. Now the quotations from
Matthew and Mark plainly show that this expres-
sion, “after the same manner,” refers to the act of
giving thanks over the cup, as he had done over the
bread. This plain testimony is our warrant for our
practice of twice giving thanks. We do not twice
give thanks for the bread, nor twice for the cup, but
onee for each different element used. So you see we
do not rely upon any “grammatical construction of
the words” in this case, but upon the clear state-
ment of the facts. Now we may ask, Is there any
relation of facts warranting three immersions, or
three baptisms, as the Dunkards practice? There
certainly is not. Therefore their claim and their
argument cannot run parallel with ours,

Nor does the construction of the language war-
rant their practice; but, as we think, proves the con-
trary. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are so
closely united in the gospel—in the perfection of
the “one body” in the “one hope”—that what is
done in (into) the name of one is also in the name
of the other.
his only begotten Son.” “God was in Christ recon-
ciling the world unto himself;” the Son came not to
do his own will, but the will of Him that sent him;
in the process of this work, he prayed the Father
and he sent the Holy Spirit in the name of his Son,
who takes the things of Christ and shows them to
his disciples; and eventually our mortal bodies shall
be quickened by his Spirit which is given to us in
Jesus’ name. Thus the work of salvation, of sanc-
tification, and redemption, is the work of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. And we cannot see
why it is more reasonable to perform three immer-
sions to baptize or immerse a disciple in these names,
than to make three collections to collect a bill due
to a firm of three persons. One collection in the
name of the three would be all that would be ad-
missible if they were united in business—in partner-
ship. Whereas to collect once for each separate
name would be proof in itself that they were not
united in business or interest.

“God so loved the world that he gave,

Again, “the construction of the words” will not
admit of that practice, for baptism and immersion
are synonymous terms. Bapfism means immersion
literally. Therefore trine immersion, that is, three
immersions, is equivalent to three baptisms. To
deny this is to deny that immersion means baptism.
But if immersion does mean baptism then what-
ever is added to immersion is also added to baptism,
and trine immersion is trine baptism, something of
which the word of God takes no account. Trine,
according to Webster, means ¢hreefold; and there is
as great difference between baptism and threefold
baptism as there is between a house and three
houses; or if there is not, we cannot tell why. But
Paul says, “there is one baptism.” Let that suffice.
Nor will it answer to say, as some do, that it is one
baptism with three immersions; for that is as un-
reasonable as to say it is one immersion with three
baptisms, or one immersion with three immersions,
or one baptism with three baptisms, which all mean
precisely the same thing.

We should not have answered at such length, but
the subject of three baptisms has often come before
our people, and we trust that this may help them.

General Meeting in Oakland.

WE can say of this meeting, as of others that have
been held in this State within the past two years,
that it was one of the best we ever attended. In-
deed, each successive meeting of this kind that we
aftend seems to us to be the very best. At this
meeting there was quite a large attendance from
abroad, San Francisco being well represented. On
the last SBabbath of the meeting there were seventy-
eight present from the church in that city.

The entire membership of the Oakland Sabbath-
school is 220, but there were more than 300 present
the first Sabbath, and 360 pupils were in their places.
at the opening of the school on the second Sabbath
Notwithstanding this large increase, there was not
the slightest confusion, which speaks well, not only
for the discipline of the Oakland school, but of the
other schools that were represented. The Sabbath
congregations numbered between 400 and 500, filling
our church building to its utmost capacity. God
has blessed the labors of the missionary workers in
Oakland, so that our regular congregations arelarger
than ever before, and additions are co itantly being
made to our membership.

The interest of the meeting deepened from the be-
ginning to the close.” As usual, Bible-readings occu.
pied a prominent place. There were eleven of these,
covering the following subjects: Thanksgiving, Con-
version, Duties of Church Members, Missionary
work, Second Advent, Resurrection, Immortality,
Sanctification, and Work of the Spirit. By these
readings our people get a definite knowledge of the
Bible, such as could be obtained in no other way.
They cannot take the place of preaching, but, if
rightly conducted, they can do a work that preach-
ing cannot. We regard it as a bad indication when
a professed Seventh-day Adventist is not interested in
a Bible-reading. We must learn more of the Bible
itself.

There were eight sermons preached during the
meeting. The principal burden of these was for a
deeper and more intelligent consecration to God.
The difference between true and false sanctification
was clearly shown. This was very timely, for the
so-called “holiness” movement, which teaches in-
stantaneous sanctification, without any change of
habit on the part of the individual, is rapidly gain-
ing ground, and Oakland is the head-quarters of the
delusion on this coast. In the discourses, and in the
Bible-reading on Sanctification, it was shown that
while we are justified freely by the grace of God as
soon as we implicitly believe on Christ, the work of
sanctification is a life work, a constant gaining of
victories over sin, by the aid of the Spirit, and with

the light from God’s word. This modern “holiness”
movement is a deception of Satan, to cause men to
besatisfied with themselves while trampling on God’s
law. Thorough instruction concerning the law of
God, and a close adherence thereto, is a sure safe-
guard against this delusion, and is at the same time
the means by which we are to be truly sanctified.
John 17:17.

The early morning prayer-meetings, which were
attended by -Sister White, were seasons of refresh-
ing. If the instruction given by the servant of God
shall be remembered and put into practice, there
will certainly be a marked growth in grace among
those who heard. True Christian experience, and
the nature of faith were set forth with a clearness
not to be misunderstood. While we are sanctified
through the truth, that is, by obeying it, we can do
nothing to atone for past sins. Christ knew the
work that he had to do, and understood the frailty
and sinfulness of human nature, before he under-
took our salvation. God does not repulse us because
we are sinful, but for this very reason invites us to
come to him, throngh Christ, for pardon. One of
the greatest blessings that he can bestow on us is to
show us our sins; and when we see them, instead
of giving way to discouragement, we must believe
that he does pardon, according to his promise. Isa.
1:18,19; 55:6, 7. Faith in God isso simple that
many overlook it. We are to believe, not because
of any change in our own feelings, but because of
God’s promise. We are not to look at ourselves, but
“unto Jesus, the anthor and finisher of our faith.”

The meetings of the Tract and Missionary Society,
as will be seen by the report, weré full of encourage-
ment to the workers. The meeting of the stock-
holders of the Publishing Association was especially
interesting. The work has never been so prosperous
as during the past year. There has been an increas-
ing demand for our denominational literature, so
that all the departments are crowded. It was the
general feeling of the stockholders that more room
is imperatively needed. We must provide, not
simply for growth in the same proportion as in the
past, but for a great increase. The work increases
in geometrical ratio. The Lord has a great work for
us to do in warning the world, and we must hold
ourselves ready to follow at once wherever his prov-
idence opens the way.

The special meetings of the ministers and other
workers, for prayer and consultation, were seasons
to be remembered. The Lord blessed abundantly
in giving light on points that seemed dark. After
earnest prayer and deliberation it was decided
that Elder Ballon, and Brethren Rieck and Kin=
ney should labor during the summer in Nevada.
Brother and Sister McClure, and Brother Henry
Scott have gone to their field in Humboldt County,
Brother Brorsen also goes to that county to work
among the Danes. Brother Ings goes to Oregon
shortly, while the churches on the coast will have
the benefit of Elder Loughborough’s labors. Breth-
ren L. A. Scott and A. LaRue, after spending a
few weeks in the San Francisco ship mission work,
will go to the Sandwich Islands. Brethren Frank
Lamb and Lucius Church have started for Sis-
kiyou County. They go by private conveyance,
canvassing and visiting along the road. Besides
these, a good corps of colporters and ecanvassers
have started out into different parts of the field.
We feel greatly encouraged in regard to the work
on the coast. What increases our courage is the
perfect harmony that prevails among the work-
ers. The feeling of brotherly love seems to be
deepening. We pray God’s blessing upon these dear
brethren as they go forth. We believe that he will
accompany them, and give force to their efforts.

The last Sabbath of the meeting was a good day
for all present. Elder Loughborough gave a stirring
discourse in the morning from Luke 12:35, 36. We
doubt not that many made new resolves to sacrifice
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in the future for the cause of God, as never before.
That must be the one object of our existence here.
In the afternoon Sister White took up the same sub-
ject—that of consecration to God—and carried it
forward, showing how completely we belong to God,
and how we rob him by living for ourselves alone:
At the close of her discourse, about a hund red came
forward for prayers.- A large portion of these had
never made a profession, and some were backsliders
There was no excitement, but very deep feeling, and
the presence of the Lord was acknowledged by all.

On Monday afternoon, April 28, the large congre-
gation repaired to Lake Merritt, where the ordinance
of baptism was administered to thirty candidates.
While the good meeting was the immediate cause of
the forward move taken by many, the primary cause
was the faithful work that has been done in the past
by the missionary and Sabbath-school workers. The
most of those who joined the Oakland church, are
members of the Sabbath-school. The teachers in
the Sabbath-school should feel that their position is
one of sacred responsibility. Although their field
is not large, it is second in importance to none. The
baptismal scene was very impressive.

At the closing meeting on Tuesday morning, Bro.
N. C. McClure and Bro. Wm. Ings were set apart, by
praver and the laying on of hands, to the work of
the gospel ministry. The blessing of the Lord was
present in rich measure, and all felt that the ordina-
tion service was a fitting close to a most excellent
meeting. To be permitted to attend throughout the
entire meeting was a rare privilege. Many, we are
confident, will make more rapid advancement to-
.wvard the kingdom, as a result. Will there be any
who go backward? May God give us all strength
and courage, and protect us from the snares of Satan.

E J. W.

Elder Haskell’s Address,

TO THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THE PUBLISHING
ABBOCTIATION.

DEAR BRETHREN AND SisTers:—I would be glad
for many reasons to meet with you in your annual
meeting, and also in the annual meetings of the
College and Health Retreat, were it consistent with
other duties. There are enterprises which our
brethren on the Pacific Coast have nobly commenced,
which T would gladly help them through with; but
under the present circumstances I can only avail
myself of the privilege of writing & few lines, to be
read at your annual meeting.

There is no Conference orlegal institution in which
I have felt a deeper interest than those on the Pa-
cific Coast, especially the Publishing Association
and the College. We haye great reason to praise
God for his blessing which has attended the untiring
efforts of those connected with the Publishing As-
sociation on the Pacific Coast during the past few
years. But even these efforts would not have been
as successful as they have been, had they not been
backed up by the moral and financial support of the
friends on the coast, especially those in California.
It is not a burden nor a calamity in any sense for
any people to have such heayy responsibilities
placed upon them; but it is an honor to have God
consider us worthy to bear responsibilities as great
as have been placed upon the friends in California,
in having in your midst a publishing house from
which are issued publications which go to “ earth’s re-
motest bound.”

The object of the publishing house was to prinf
present truth. Printing for outside parties has been
a secondary matter, and at first thought, it might
seem that no good could arise from such intimate re-
lations with the world as would be necessary in do-
ing such an amount of work for business men of the
world. But such a conclusion would be hastily and
unwisely drawn., By this business relation the fact
has been demonstrated that Christians looking for

the second coming of Christ, and observing the
Seventh-day Sabbath, can, in the midst of a pleasure-
loving people worshiping an idolatrous Sabbath, do
business with the world and not sacrifice their Chris-
tian integrity or deny their faith. Second, it has
called the attention of men to the truth who other-
wise might not have seen the light.

It is by our good works when mingling with the
world that the light shines before others. We are
actuated by different motives and work on different
principles; but it is evident that the time has come
when God would have us enlarge our own work, so
that the talent and experience gained in working
for others should be more exclusively given to our
specific work. The work of God needs the best tal-
ent, the best facilities, and the benefit of a practical
experience. But the work done in the future should
bear more of the divine mark, and be a special ad-
vertisement of our people and of out specific work:
We are a missionary people. Our work is a mission-
ary work. Our publications are missionary publica-
tions, consequently the Staxs Office is a missionary
office. Our success in the office, as much as the suc-
cess of those in the field preaching the truth, de-
pends upon God. He is the author and finisher of
our faith. It is for the interests of his cause that
the office was established. Hence the important
question arises, How can it, and those conneected
with it, best promote the glory of God and answer
its original design ?

1. Financially it should be the banking institu-
tion of our people on the Pacific Coast. In it they
should make their deposits without interest, as far
as possible.

2. Tt would be far better for our brethren who
have mortgages, stocks, or bonds, to transfer them to
the Association at a low rate of interest, and thus be
helping the cause. The time is near when the best
securities this world can give will not be worth the
paper upon which they are written.

3. Then let this institution be generous towards
our other institutions on the Pacific Coast, in as-
sisting them financially, realizing that they are a
part of the one common cause, and that in uphold-
ing them, it is advancing the cause of truth.

4, Stock should be taken. The shares are only
ten dollars each. Many of the friends have lifted
nobly in the past, but there are others who havesem-
braced the truth more recently, who have taken no
stock in the institution. They should be invited to
take from one to fifty shares. The spirit of taking
stock should be revived.

5. A spirit of prayer should be encouraged among
our brethren, that God would bless the institution,
and its workers. It is a very important part of
God’s work on the coast.

6. A spirit of devotion and consecration should be
encouraged throughout the entire establishment.
There is always a tendency to worldliness in such
an institution. As far as possible those employed
should be men and women of prayer.
should it be a place for those who have no integrity
of character. God cannot accept the labors of those
who are persistent in doing evil.

7. It would seem that the time has come when
books should be prepared in a more acceptable form.
What I mean is, canvassing books should be pre-
pared. The “ History of the Sabbath” should have
been in the market before this as a subscription
book. That portion of the works of Sister White
which is of a general interest should also be pre-
pared in subscription book form. There should be
some works prepared immediately, so that canvassers
who are obtaining an experience in the canvassing
work can pay theirexpenses. Butshould this branch
of the work be pushed, and the labor of the office be
turned more in this channel, it would require funds
to carry forward the work, for it would not bring
in returns as outside job work.

It may also be necessary to make some purchases

In no case

and have some changes in the real estate effected
the coming year. What I say upon this point is
only suggestive, as I am unable to judge as well as
those who are upon the spot. Therefore, I would
not wish what T say to have too much weight in
these matters. I would not suggest the purchase
of real estate beyond what is necessary for the en-
largement of our business, merely for the sake of
outside patronage. If we could in some way con-
neet in our business relations with the islands of
the Pacific Ocean, Australia, ete., it might be well to
do so, since the work- must soon extend to those
places, and people coming from there will look to
the Pacific Coast for a representation of the cause.
Could we be known as an upright, business people
by persons when they receive the first impressions of
the truth, and come in contact with us, it might be
a help to the cause of Christ.

In all the plans you lay do not forget the fact
that we are in the last days of the last generation.
We should therefore be prepared to increase our
work tenfold on short notice. Expect great things
from God. e has a great work to do, and will ac-
complish it in a short time. My interest will ever
be the same for the prosperity of the cause on the
coast, but T shall not be able, T fear, to be there very
much in the future. To the brethren there T am
strongly attached, and there is not one word of com-
plaint which T could make of any one. In every
plan which we have tried to carry through for the
advancement of the cause, we have had a hearty co-
operation from all the friends on the coast, so that
with the blessing of God there has been success.
In union has been our strength. It has been, un-
der God, the faithful laborers on the coast who have
accomplished this. You have on the coast men of
judgment, those who fear God; and there are suc-
cessful business men living in the country, who,
could they be influenced to move into the city,
would be of help. They wiil be willing to connect
their interest there if they see it duty. You want
their active co-operation and judgment. Give
proper persons a chance to develop, by giving them
positions, or in some way connecting them with you.
May God bless you in all your deliberations, and
may the Publishing Institutions accomplish their
mission with triumph and glory. I remain as ever,
Your brother in the work. 8. N. HASKELL.

Pacific S. D. A, Publishing Association.

TaE last meeting of this Association was one of
more than usual interest and occupied two sessions,

one in the forenocon and one in the afternoon. The

attendance of stockholders, and others, was larger
than at any previous meeting.

The Treasurer’s report showed that the amount of
business done during the past year was $110,858.83,
or an increase of 2714 per cent. over last year.. The
balance sheet showed a profit to the Association,
this year, of $5,000. This may look small to some,
when compared with the amount of capital invested,
but when we take into account the fact that but
very little profit is made on the SiGNs and our de-
nominational books, the difficulty is explained. The
sale of our denominational books has been much
larger than ever before, and the circulation of the
S1gns has increased fully one-third. In fact, our
work is increasing in all departments so rapidly
that already we find our facilities entirely inade-
quate to supply the demand.

Every department of the office now seems to be in
a prosperous condition, but in all our caleulations
the Sraxs has received our first and special attention.
We were never satisfied with the old way of stitching
the StaNs with thread, soat the commencement of
this volume it was enlarged from a twelve to a sixteen-
page paper, and a new machine was bought which
folds, pastes, and trims the paper, all atone opera-

tion, thus presenting it in a much more acceptable
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form, and not only that, but enables us to get it into
the mail fully one day earlier than before, which is
no small item with our friends in the East. We
knew that the large edition which we now print
would soon wear down the type so that it would not
be readable, and therefore, to avoid this, we have
adopted the plan of stereotyping the pages, and
printing from stereotype plates. Thus our type will
be preserved new and clear to the end of the volume.
All this has increased the expense of getting out
the S1GNs, and still the subscription price remains
the same. We recognize the fact that the office was
established for the purpose of doing this very work,
and we purpose to devote our energy to this one
object of getting the truth before the people.

We feel very thankful for what is being done by
our brethren in different parts of the country to sec-
ond our efforts. The work is onward, and already
we feel ourselves cramped for room. We need more
presses, but have no place to put them. With the
present circulation of the SraNs it takes two presses
two days each week to print it. Should it double its
cireulation this year, as we believe it will, it would
take these presses four days instead of two, to do
the work. But it would not do to delay the Sraxs
so long. We must have four presses to print it on,
50 as not to consume any more time than at present.
All these points were brought before our brethren
and all seemed to feel that we must heed the advice
given by Eld. Haskell in his address, “To be able to
increase our work tenfold on short notice.”

We have felt the need of more room forsome time.
and the providence of God has seemed to favor us in
this. Before the meeting, we secured the refusal of
twolots 50x100 feet each, extending through from
11th to 12th street, just in the rearof the present office
buildings. , We have rented and occupied one of
these lots for the past two years. Could we get this
property it would give us just what we need for the
cnlargement of our business,

In order to learn the mind of our friends more
fully in regard to the matter, we called a special
meeting of our leading brethren on Monday even-
ing, and laid she plan fully before them. The im-
pression seemed to prevail that the next move that
was made should be latge enough to meet all prob-
able demands in the future. The brethren voted
to recommend that the directors purchase the two
lots above referred to, and put up a tank-house and
stable this year, locating them with reference to
moving the boarding-house on to one of these lots
next year, and then erecting an office building, just
such as we need, on the lot where the boarding-house
now stands, corner of 12th and Castro Streets. By
building the tank-house this year, we can store our
paper in the lower part of that, thus giving room
for another press in the basement of the main build-
ing.

The question came up at the meeting as to how
the money should be raised to pay for these jm-
provements. We do not want to inerease our in-
terest-bearing debt, neither do we wish to eall for
donations. The brethren seemed to think that there
were those who would put their moriey into the
office without interest, sufficient to purchase the
property and put up the buildings. To start this,
fifteen hundred dollars was pledged by two brethren
on the spot, and others promised to help.

At a meeting of the Board of Directors, held im-
mediately after the above meeting, it was voted to
do as the brethren had recommended, and secure
the two lots at once; also to purchase a new cylinder
press. We consider this a missionary work. Now
if any of our brethren have money which they
would like to invest in the enterprise, looking for-
ward to the next world for their interest, we shall
be glad to hear from them at once. We do not ask
You to donate your money, but just let us have the
use of it for a little while, without interest. The
cause needs help just now. California has done

nobly in the past, and we trust there are those who
will respond to this eall. :

We are happy to state that the effort made to
reduce our rate of interest to five per cent, has been
entirely successful, and that five per cent. is the high-
estrate now paid. Some have done even better than
this, and placed their money here without asking
any interest. We are very thaukful for the con-
fidence our brethren manifest in the institution.
We want you to feel that it belongs to you, and we
want your prayers for the success of the work.

C. H. Jongs.

- @he FMissionary.

The Pacific Seventh-day Adventist
Publishing Association.

IN accordance with notice in the Srans or
THE TimEs and the Oakland Evening Tribune,
the sharcholders of the above institution mot
in their ninth annual meeting at the office of
the Pacific Press, at 9:30 a. M., on Monday,
April 28, 1884,

The meeting being opened with prayer, Vice-
President C. H. Jones named as a Committee on
Nominations, Eld. J. H. Waggoner, W. A. Pratt,
and William Ings; and as a Committee on Reso-
lutions, Elds. E. J. Waggoner. J. N. Loughbor-
ough, and J. H. Waggoner., The meeting then
adjourned to meet at 10 o clock at the church.
On re-assembling it was found that 1,034 shares
were represented in person, and 1,249 shares by
Proxy, or 489 more than was required to con-
stitute a quorum. :

The minutes of last meeting were read and
approved. "

The Sccretary then submitted the revenue
account and balance sheet for year en ding March
31, 1884, and the same having been explained
by Vice-President €. H. Jones, Elder W. C.
White, and Wm. Saunders, were also adopted.

The Committee on Nominations handed in
their report recommending that the directors
of last year be re-elected. Accordingly Eld. 8.
N. Haskell, Eld. M. C. Israel, C. H. Jones, Wm.
Saunders, and Eld. W. C. White were balloted
for and duly elected to act as divectors for on-
suing year.

Elder J. H. Waggoner was elected editor;
Eld. E. J. Waggoner, assistant editor, and Eld.
Uriah Smith, corresponding editor of the Siays
oF THE T1iMEs.

Elds. S. N. Haskell, W. C. White, and J. H.
Waggoner were elected to act as a Publishing
Committee.

The meeting then adjourned till 1:30 p. .

AFTERNOON MEETING.

On again assembling, the Committee on Reso-
lutions submitted the following, which, on being
separately read to the meeting. were spoken to
by several of the members and adopted.

WuEeREAs, God has signally blessed our labors during

the past year, both by giving us favor with the people in

our business relations, and in preparing the way for a
eat increase in the printing and cireulation of our
enominational literature; therefore,

Resolved, That for this we express our deep sense of
obligation to him, and that we will show our gratitude
for past favors by renewed consecration to the work, and
by taithfully oceupying the fields which his providence is
opening before us.

WHEREAS, The publishing interest is the very head and
source of all the missionary work among us; and,

WHEREAS, There are many who have lately embraced
the truth, as well as some who have been long in the way,
who have taken no stock in the Publishing Association:
therefore,

Resolved, That we urge
increased interest in the
help it along, by takin,

all these to provide for their
missionary cause, while they
stock in the Association; and
that we request those who have stock in the institution
to increase the amount as far as is practicable.

WhEREAS, Our brethren often have sums of money for
which they have no immediate use, and for which they
could not receive interest at the bank, for the short time
it might remain there,

Resolved, That to all such we recommend the office as
a place of safe deposit, and urge them to make it their
bank, leaving such sums on deposit without interest,

WaEREAs, The circulation of the Siaxs or THE Tives
has so largely inereased, and there has been so great a
demand for our denominational books as to tax our pres-
ent publishing facilities to the utmost; and,

Waereas, We believe that the cause of (God is onward,
and that in the future the work will grow with greatly
angmented rapidity; therefore,

Resolved, That we are thereby admonished of the neces-
sity of being provided with facilities for printing the
truth on a more extensive scale,

C. H. Jones, in speaking to the fourth resolu-
tion, explained certain plans which had received
some . consideration from the Board. One of
these plans, for the purchase of the two adjoin-
ing lots, the moving of the boarding-house to
one of them, and the erection in its place of a
large building to contain a press-room, job-room,
and type-room, with counting-room in front,
was favorably received by the meeting, though
a resolution, embodying its views was not con-
sidered advisable.

Resolved, That we hereby express our regret at the un-
avoidable absence of the” President of the Association,
Eld. 8. N. Haskell, whose untiring labors and wise coun-
sel have done so much to build up the work; that we
earnestly desire that he should continue his efforts in
behalf of the institution; and that we will heartily wel-
come him whenever the providence of God shall open the
way for him to return to us. :

Elder J. H. Wageoner here read a letter from
Eld. S. N. Haskell, addressed to the shareholders,
giving encouragement and advice. A resolu-
tion of thanks for the letter was unanimously
adopted. He also presented the following:—

WHEREAS, It has pleased divine providence to release
from his labors Eld. J. N. Andrews, one of the editors
of our paper, and one of the pioneers and efficient laborers
in this glorious work,

Resolved, That while we bow with submission to the
will of our kind heavenly Father, whose ways are to us
unsearchable, and who says that he does not willingly
afilict nor grieve the children of men, we express our
deep regret at his death, by which the cause has lost an
able and devoted servant, and we, his associates, have
lost a brother whose uniform kindness of spirit and con-
secration to his calling won the affection of his fellow-
Liborers, and the respect of all who knew him.

This resolution was adopted by the entire au-
dience, shareholders and others rising to their
feet.

The meeting was then brought to a close.

W. K. Vickery, See'y.

California Tract and Missionary Society.

THE first session of the third quarterly meet-
ing of this society convened in Oakland, April
23, 1884. The meeting was called to order by
the Vice-President, Kld. M. C. Israel. Prayer
by Eld. Loughborough. The minutes of the
meeting held in January at Healdsburg were
approved as read.

Mention was made of the extent to which the
resolutions made at that time have been carried
out, The first two refer to farnishing public
libraries with our publications. In various
parts of the State these have been visited and
supplied. In San Francisco all the prominent
libraries, with one exception, manifested a
willingness to give our books a place on their
shelves, and also to receive files of the Sians
and Good Health.

The resolution referring to the islands of the
Pacific was re-read. Eld. Israel stated that a
“Hand-book ” had been secured containing
much valuable information in regard to Australia,
also directories from which addresses can be ob-
tained for missionary use. A very interesting
letter written to Eld. Waggoner from a gentle-
man in Collingwood, Australia, was read. He
writes that there is no vitality in their wor-
ship(?), and no stirring work; that they have
turned the truth of God into a meaningless fa-
ble. He earnestly desires that that place be
visited in the name of the Lord.

A number of libraries in the vicinity of Mel-
bourne have been written to in reference to

supplying them with our works. A answer
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from the Mechanics’ Institute in Geelong has
already been received, acknowledging the re-
ceipt of sample copies of the Sians and Good
Health, and stating that they will be received
for a year and duly filed.

A Committee on Resolutions, consisting of
W. C. White, E. J. Waggoner, and Wm. Ings
was appointed. Sometime was then devoted
to reports from those engaged in ship missionary
work. Many incidents of thrilling interest were
related, revealing some of the good results of
this work.

The second meeting was held April 24, at 3
P. M. After listening to the minutes of the
last meeting, the report of labor for quarter
ending April 1 was read, as follows:—
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This report shows considerable increase over
that of the previous quarter, in the amount of
work done. Verbal reports from directors of
the various districts were then given, showing
their good working condition and increasing
interest.

The Committee on Resolutions presented the
following: .

W HEREAS, There is an increasing interest manifested

by the passengers on board ships and steamers, going to
and from San Franeisco, to read our publications; and,

Wrereas, There is no place provided for the keeping
of these books; therefore,

Resolved, That we recommend our ship mission to place
in these ships, as far as possible, cases suitable to hold a
loaning library, and that they be furnished with the most
intercsting of our smaller books.

WugrEAs, The Siens or THE Times would find many
readers if placed in the parlors and reading-rooms of our
best hotels; therefore,

Resolved, That we recommend that our local societies
supply the SieNs regularly to these and similar places,
where it will be kept and read; and,

Waereas, The placing of the S1GNs in a neat binder
will secure its care and preservation; therefore,

Resolved, That we recommend the use of the Perfect
Binder, and that the papers be placed in it, week by week.

WrEREAS, There appears to be a good opening for a
health journal on this coast; and,

WhEREAS, The managers of the Rural Health Retreat
contemplate the publication of such a journal; therefore,

Resolved, That we recommend the establishment of such
a journal, and we pledge our hearty support in securing
for it a wide circulation.

A number spoke strongly in favor of the
Srans binder to be used in libraries and other
places of public resort to which the SieNs 1s
furnished. These binders will not only serve to
preserve the papers but will attract many read-

ers whose attention would not otherwise be called
to them.

Forcible remarks were made by several upon
the advantages to be gained by having cases
in which to keep our publications on board the
ships. A mode})ca-se was presented. It is con-
structed in such a way as to hold eight pam-
phlets or tracts so that the title of each can be
read. Over one hundred were ordered by
those present from different parts of the State
to be placed in reading-rooms, hotels, and other
snitable places.

The place of holding the fall camp-meeting

was then discussed. After an expression of

those present it was decided by vote that the
vicinity of Oakland be the first choice and Stock-
ton the-second. Bro. White suggested that as
the Camp-meeting Committee arve over-bur-
dened with work, and as difficulty often arises
in finding help todo necessary work, each church
elect a number of brethren equal to the number
of its delegates to the annual Conference, to go
early to the meeting in order to prepare the
ground, pitch the tents, and to assist the Com-
mittee during the meeting and at its close.
This was sustained by a unanimous vote.

The meeting then adjourned.

M. C. IsRAEL, Vice-Pres.
AnNA L. INaELs, Ass't Sec.

The Story of Erromanga and Its Martyrs.

TrE island of Erromanga is one of a group
of about twenty lying in the South Pacific. and
now known as the New Hebrides. They are
all of voleanic formation, and it will be remem-
bered that one of the most fertile of the group,
Aurora, thirty-six miles long by five miles
broad, disappeared in 1871. The story of the
introduction of Christianity into these islands,
and especially into Erromanga, will always be
full of tragic interest. It is a story full of sub-
lime heroism, patient endurance, and Christian
martyrdom, crowned with the sublimest ex-
hibition of Christian love and triumph. The
first attempt to introduce Christianity into
Erromanga was made by the noted missionary,
John Williams, in 1839, and he paid for it with
his life, having been clubbed to death as soon
as he landed upon the island. For eighteen
years thereafter no further effort was made to
introduce Christianity, except by native teach-
ers from other islands, and these were in such
mortal peril that they had at last to be with-
drawn.

Then, a young Presbyterian minister, Rev.
George N. Gordon, went from Nova Scotia, and
settled with his brave wife on the island. Tt
was a grand piece of moral courage on the part
of each. For four years this brave, Christian
pair did much missionary work of an elemen-
tary character; but their usefulness was cut off
in a moment by the tomahawk of the savage.
Then followed an act of forgiveness and Chris-
tian love which can only be described as sublime.
The brother of the martyred missionary, then
a student at Halifax, resolved to continue the
work in which his brother had fallen. James
Gordon, as soon as his studies were completed.
went to Erromanga, and labored faithfully
among the natives for eight years, when he too
had his skull cleft by a tomahawk and fell dead.
In the same year, 1872, ignorant of James
Gordon's death, Rev. H. A. Robertson, a third
Nova Scotian, landed on the same * habitation
of horrid cruelty.” The sad news which he
received had no power to turn him from his
purpose. Calmly he built a hut and began to
proclaim the gospel of divine good will. EKleven
years have since passed, and he recently returned
to Canada on a visit, to report progress—the
first white missionary who has ever left Erro-
manga alive.

Such heroic Christian persistence never fails,
and Mr. Robertson’s report is ample proof and
confirmation of this. The mission has now ten

churches on the islaud, one of them standing
on the very spot where Captain Cook was mur-
dered one hundred and twelve yearsago, and
another in memory of the martyrs. The corner-
stone of the latter was laid three years ago by
the grandson of the very man who killed John
Williams. There are also on the island thirty-
three Christian schools. In some respects the
Erromanga Christians may already teach a les-
son to many nearer home, as Mr. Robertson as-
sures us that “church was attended regurlarly,
and there were few instances of one absentee.”
A story of similar heroism might easily be told
regarding the Wesleyan missionaries who landed
in Fiji in the year 1835, and persisted, at the
constant peril of their lives, in preaching Christ
to ferocious cannibals. There. too, the heroism,
though undecorated on earth, has been rewarded
from Heaven. Surely the record of such trials,
self-sacrifice and triumphs. must stir our hearts
to renewed earnestness in holding up the hands
and encouraging the hearts of such brave
Christian workers.—Christian at Work.

Hid in Christ.

UnioN with Christ gives the insight of his
love. To those who obediently follow him, the
light of that vision, dawning upon the soul in
the moment of spiritual birth, increases as the
“ going forth of the morning.” The cross as
a factor in human history and the source of
doctrine, may be analyzed and discussed by the
thoughttul student, but it becomes luminous
only to the heart that has received the insight
of redeeming love. The humble disciple, whose
life is hid in Christ, has a far more satisfactory
knowledge of the truth than that possessed by
the profound scholar whose heart is a stranger
to the indwelling of the divine grace. In this
light self is revealed; a disclosure that is sad
and disheartening. But the spiritual insight
that Christ bestows is along lines of light that
center in hope without and not within.

Introspective thought can never be healthful
unless the mind, from the discovery of need
and weakness, seeks and finds the sources of
eternal strength. Life hid in Christ does not
blind the soul. Quickened by the power of the
Holy Spirit it becomes more sensitive and alive
in all its faculties; the light that discloses the
way of access and reconciliation to God, guides
the redeemed life into harmony with the divine
will, whose gracious heritage is grace and full-
ness of’ joy.

Sheltered in Christ we are brought under the
best possible condition of spiritual culture.
There is bestowed an insight that has a trans-
figuring quality. Virtues and graces, that in
their nature are excellent, manifest a meaning
and purpose that is ouly evolved by union
with the mind and Spirit of the divine Re-
deemer. The disclosures of truth that come
through this communion are more full and
precious than those bestowed by any reflected
light. The day is better than the night, even
if the moon be full-orbed.

The insight of life hid in Christ not only
gives clear views of truth that strengthen and
enrich personal character. but it discloses the
diviné method and spirit of sorvice for others.
“ Follow me,” says the Master, “and 1 will
make you fishers of men.” Those who keep
close to him possess the insight of faith and
love that is granted the joy of winning souls.
There is lack neither of opportunity nor useful-
ness. They see the waving harvest-fields and
are cager to thrust in the sickle.—ZRev. £. B.
Sanford.

r

TuerE are at present twelve Presbyterian
churches in Tokio, Japan, and the Government
daily paper advertises the Bible for sale, *In
ten years Tokio may be a Christian city,” said
one of its young men at the late conference of
churches in Japan. Certainly the prediction

does not appear so very improbable.
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@he Bome ircle,

GOD'S SCHOOL,

ONE by one, as the days go by,
To learn our lessons we bravely try;
For every hour some task is set—
Difficult, easy, short or long—
And whether we come to it weak or strong,
Somehow or other it must be met.

Graded well is this school of ours,
Each one’s duties within his powers,
And his task the thing that he needs to know,
And many a time does the page grow dim,
And before tired eyes the hard words swim.
And the hours go by =o slow, so slow.

Various ages are gathered there;

Flaxen ringlets and thin, gray hair
Alike fa.ﬁ over the lesson-books.

And often the little ones laugh in glee

At the beautiful words their bright eyes see,
While the old sit silent, with grave, sad looks.

Skillful teachers assembled here,
Patiently labor year by year;
Never mistake in their work was known;
Only the scholars, weary or vexed,
Idle, impatient, tired, perplexed,
Suffer from errors all their own.

The Spirit teaches the highest class;
Time takes all as they onward pass;
Joy is claimed by the happy few,
While Care, Experience, Labor, Pain,
Treasures of knowledge help us gain,
And Conscience conducts the grand review.

But, patiently learning day by day,

We are longing to hear the Master say
That our school-days here are done;
And after the last long term shall pass,

To be transferred to that upper class
In which the advanced work is begun.

—New England Journal of Education.

Not What, or Where, but How.

“PLEASE put on your thinking-cap for my
benefit this evening, auntie.”

“Very well, Aleck, what is it?”

- Placid-faced Widow Gray spoke kindly, but
without raising her eyes from the skein of yarn
she was carefully placing upon the smooth arms
of the old swift.

The handsome lad hung his worn cap upon a
nail behind the door, held his fingers a moment
over the glowing stove, patted the white cat
asleep on a cushion in the warmest corner, then
taking the bit of paper upon which his aged
friend was about to wind the soft, smooth yarn,
he said coaxingly:—

*Please, auntie, I like to make the arms of
the old swift fly around. They seem to be ever
reaching for something, but are fulfilling their
mission all the while.”

The widow was used to the lad’s matter-of-
course way, when he ran in of an evening, of
making a pleasure of sharing whatever work
engaged her attention; so now she only said:—

“Wind it close, remember, Aleck, or it will
not knit even.”

“All right, auntie, now for business;” and as
the old lady settled down in her rocking-chair,
and took up her knitting-work, he went on:—

“Mr. Hyde, at the supper-table to-night, gave
me notice to quit. He wishes to take a younger
boy, one who will eat less and wear smaller
clothes,” and Aleck laughed, looking down at
the bottom of his jacket sleeves half way to his
elbows, and then at his trousers legs half way
to his knees.

“l am not surprised, my child,” replied Mrs.
Gray, deliberately. “You can come here right
away, and stay until you can find a better place.
You have done well in staying as long as you
could in the home your father found for you be-
fore he died. There is always enough to do
for any one who has the will, and it does not
make so much difference what or where your
work is, as how you do it. There are always
opportunities, if one is looking for them, to do

good or to do evil, to help others and to help
ourselves.”

A sharp rap at the outer door cut short the
old lady’s wise speech, and Esquire Haton, a
short, stout, broad-shouldered man, blustered in.

“I was passing, and called to see if my socks
were done,” he said, declining with a bow and
wave of his hand, the splint-bottomed arm-chair
Aleck moved forward. “I am off for Washing-
ton in the morning instead of at night to-mor-
row, as I expected, and all the last things have
to be done up this evening.”

“I am just toeing them off, sir,” said Mrs.
Gray. The white yarn only came up an hour
ago, and Aleck is winding it for me.”

The 'Squire looked disappointed. “I shall
not have to go barefooted if 1 do not have
them,” he said “but it is a whim of mine that
to keep off colds it is well to wear home-knit
blue socks with white toes. We all have our
whims, hey, Aleck ?”

“Yes, sir,” replied the lad, respectfully, « and
one of mine when a very little fellow, was to
learn to knit. My mother taught me to knit a
whole stocking the winter before she died. So,
when yarn enough is wound, I can pick up the
stiches for Auntie Gray, and help her about toe-
ing them off. When they are finished, sir, I
will bring them to your house, and if you are
all in bed, I will leave the package in the porch
at the side door. Will that do, sir?”

“Good,” said the 'Squire, looking pleased
now. ‘It will do very well, indeed,” and drop-
ping a bank note into the widow's lap he bustled
away with her fervent “ God bless you!” ring-
ing in his ears and warming his heart all the
way to town.

It was eleven o’clock before Aleck, after a
busy evening, and a brisk walk in the frosty
air, opened the gate leading through a deep
yard to the 'Squire’s handsome dwelling. That
gentleman himself opened the side door as Aleck
went lightly up the steps of the porch.

“All abed but me,” he said. “ Come in and I
will pay you for your trouble.”

“You may pay Auntie Gray for that, sir.”

“Come in,” repeated the 'Squire, with some-
thing more than mere politeness in his voice,
and the lad obeyed. A gust of wind from the
open door-way sent the papers on the library
table flying like a flock of sea-gulls to all parts
of the room. Aleck removed his cap and mit-
tens, and picking up the papers, returned them
to the table. As the 'Squire put a letter into
its envelop, he watched the lad out of a corner
of his eye.

£ Going to school this winter?”’ he asked.

“I suppose not, sir. 1 am looking for some-
thing to do.”

“What do you want?”

“I cannot be over particular, sir. It don’t
matter so much what or where the work is, as
what I make of it,” he replied, unconsciously
repeating Mrs. Gray's words.

“I will give you work, then, and we will see
what you make of it. This call to Washington
is very unexpected to me, as you perhaps know.
My wife and daughters are to go with me. I
have had time for very few arrangements. The
housckeeper and her husband are to be left in
charge, but they are getting old. You may
come here and stay and go to high school and
do for your board and clothes whatever needs
to be done.”

“What shall you expect me to do, sir ? "’ asked
Aleck, looking puzzled.

“You may get the mail three times a day.
The postmaster has been directed what is to be
forwarded. If you see anything else that needs
to be done you can do it if you feel disposed, just
as you would were this your father and mother’s
home and they had been unexpectedly called
away to be gone for several months.”

“I see, sir,” said Aleck. “I will be on hand
bright and early. Good-night, sir.”

The 'Squire chuckled io himself as the door
closed. “I’ve given him a chance, and if he’s

the boy I take him to be, he will make the
most of it. I shouldn’t have thought of it if I
hadn’tliked the way he was winding that yarn.
He had little idea that every time the long
arms of that swift went whizzing around they
were reaching out into his future.”

“You can keep an eye on him,” said ’Squire
Baton to Margaret, the house-keeper, next
morning, “but I hardly think he is the kind of
a lad to turn out like Percy Stiles; and mind,
now, that he never hears Percy’s story.”

Margaret nodded, and as the master went
out, John, her husband, said:—

“Wasn’t he a queer one? The 'Squire has
never had anything to do with boys since then;
and yet he dotes on boys.”

“I know it,” said Margaret; just think how
much he set by master Percy and what a chance
the lad threw away. Do you remember how
the "Squire looked at first, when he really be-
lieved there had been a burglar in the house,
and he said, ‘You are a hero, Percy. You
have saved our lives and our property!”

“I remember,” said John, ¢ but that was noth-
ing to the scene after the matter had been in-
vestigated, and he was convinced that Percy
was the rogue, as well as the hero, when he
called us all into the library and sent for the
poor lad. He came thinking he was to receive
a reward for his bravery. It is just like a pict-
ure in my mind now—the 'Squire rising from
his arm-chair, with that stern, white face; Percy
with the exultant air and look of expectation
changing to that of a culprit. Do you re-
member how his voice sounded when he said,
‘All the boys I ever read about in story-books
did something very brave and dangerous to win
for themselves fame and gifts and friends, and
I wanted to be a hero? "

“Yes,” said Margaret, “I remember it, and the
'Squire’s reply: “The honest boy who does his
simple duty and makes the best of every day is
the hero that the world needs;’ but I think this
lad is made of a different kind of stuff.”

“He’s made a busy winter of it, sir,” said the
old housekeeper when, one April day, the 'Squire
arrived at home unexpectedly and asked for
Aleck. “He’s not been away one evening nor
missed a day at school the whole term. He's
made the fire, swept the paths, looked after the
hinges of the gates, the latches of the barn-doors,
and the fastenings of the blinds. He's petted
the dogs and cats and birds, watered and trained
the plants, and cheered up the time for John
and me as blithely as if we had been his own
grand-parents. He has not failed one morning
running right up to the widow Gray’s before
school-time to see how she was getting on, and
he has never meddled with anything nor been
in mischief.”

“And he has written me a letter every Sat-
urday,” said the 'Squire, “giving a concise ac-
count of all the happenings here.” Going into
the library and looking about, he added: « He
has filed all my periodicals and kept everything
ready for me to look over as easily asif I had
been gone only for a week.”

“ Well, Aleck, what have you made of your
work?” he said, as the lad came in flushed ‘with
pleasure at seeing him.

“Ihave had a very profitable winter at school,
sir. I haveread a good deal of history, I have
learned a great many things of John and
Margaret, and I cannot tell you, sir, how happy
I have been. I am afraid I have done very lit-
tle to pay for all these privileges.”

“I have found a boy that 1 can trust, and
that pays me,” said the ’squire, and his voice
grew a little husky. “Now we will make a new
bargain.”

All that was years ago. Aleck is 'Squire
Eaton’s law-partner now, a successful man, and
better than that, a good man. He is fond of
helping young people, he likes to have them
improve their time, and he often says: “It isnot
so much consequence what or where your work
is, as what you make of it.”—7%he Standard.
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The Little Family Foxes.

ONE of the most malignant of the family foxes
is discourtesy, and he creeps into households
where one would not suppose it possible for him
to find even momentary hospitality. People
who are ordinarily polite, well-bred and genial,
are sometimes guilty of rudeness in manner and
speech and action at home, of which they would
be ashamed in society. Parents are hasty and
fretful in their way of addressing or reproving
children, and children forget the respect and
honor due to parents. A great deal of unhappi-
ness overclouds homes, which might be bright
as the morning, but for this wretched habit of
brusqueness and incivility which fastens on some
unfortunate victims like a second nature. It
has its different phases, to besure. When papa
indulges in it the family are apt to say that he
is tired. If it is mamma who is irritable and
peevish, it is intimated that sheis nervous. Like
the lady in a charming little magazine-story, it
is benevolently supposed that she may have
“neural ” on the top of her head! When aunt
Kitty or sister Sophy are short and snappish, it
is excused because they were up late last night
at a party, and it is only little Floy, or small
Tom, who is sent to bed in disgrace for answer-
ing impertinently and frowning blackly. A lit-
tle leaven leaveneth the whole family lump, and
it is curious to observe how rapidly and cer-
tainly this evil infection spreads. “Quiet peo-
ple have quiet children,” said a plain woman to
me the other day, and she was right. Persons
who are invariably polite to each other in the
presence of their sons and daughters, do not
often have to check the latter in a thoughtless
or improper manner of speaking, for courtesy as
well as its opposite, is atmospheric and educa-
tional. It is worth while, if the fox we are
thinking of has intruded into our vineyard and
begun his work of spoiling our tender grapes of
good-will, of gentleness, and of daily cheer, to
think how best to banish him. There are three
magic Ps, which have never failed when prop-
erly used, to utterly rout and destroy the subtle
foe. Their names are patience, perseverance,
and prayer. If you feel that your family has
fallen into the habit of being cross and unman-
nerly, pray first to have your own heart and
temper sweetened, then meet angularity and
crookedness with invincible patience, and be not
discouraged in setting a good example.— Mrs.
Sangster, in Christian at Work.

About Debt.

WaeN [ was a very small boy, in pinafores,
and went to a woman’s school, it so happened
that I wanted a stick of slate pencil, and had
no money to buy it. T was afraid of being
geolded for losing my pencils so often, for I was
a real careless little fellow, and so did not dare
to ask at home; what, then, was I to do? There
was a little shop in the é)lace, where nuts, and
eakes, and balls were sold by old Mrs. Dearson,
and sometimes 1 had seen boys and girls get
trusted by the old lady. I argued with myself
that Christmas was coming, and that some-
body or other would be sure to giveme a penny
then, and perhaps even a whole silver sixpence.
I would, therefore, go into debt for a stick of
slate pencil, and be sure to pay at Christmas.
I did not feel easy about it, but still T screwed
up my courage, and went into the shop. One
farthing was the amount, and as I had never
owed anything before, and my credit was good,
the pencil was handed over by the kind dame,
and 7 was in debt. It did not please me much,
and 1 felt as if I had done wrong, but I little
knew how soon 1 should smart for it. How
my father came to here of this little stroke of
business I never knew, but some little bird or
other whistled it to him, and he was very
soon down upon me in right earnest. God
bless him for it; he was a sensible man, and
none of your children-spoilers; be did not intend

to bring up his children to speculate, and to play
at what big rogues call financing, and there-
fore, he knocked my getting into debt on the
head at once, and no mistake. He gave me a
very powerful lecture upon getting into debt,
and how like it was to stealing, and upon the
way in which people were ruined by it; and how
a boy who would owe a farthing might one day
owe a hundred pounds, and get into prison, and
bring his family into disgrace. It was a lecture,
indeed; I think I can hear it now, and can feel
my ears tingle at the recollection of it. Then I
was marched off to the shop like a deserter
marched into barracks, erying bitterly all down
the street, and feeling dreadfully ashf_imcd, be-
cause I thought everybody knew 1 was in debt.
The farthing was paid amid many solemn warn-
ings, and the poor debtor was set free, like a
bird let out of a cage. How sweet it felt to be
out of debt! How my little heart did vow and
declare that nothing should tempt me into debt
again! It was a fine lesson, and I have never
forgotten it. God bless my father, I must say.
— John Plowman.

Boy Inventors.

A BoY's elders are guilty of a foolish act
when they snub him because he says or does
something which they don’t understand. A
boy’s personality is entitled to as much respect as
a man’s, so long as he behaves himself.

Some of the most important inventions have
been the work of boys. The invention of the
valve motion to the steam engine was made by
a mere boy. Newcome's engine was in a very
incomplete condition from the fact that there
was no way to open or close the valves except
by means of levers operated by the hand. New-
come set up a large engine at one of the mines,
and a boy, Humphrey Potter, was hired to work
these valve levers; although this was not hard
work, yet it required his constant attention. As
he was working the levers he saw that parts of
the engine moved in the same direction and at
the same time that he had to open or close
the valves. He procured a strong cord and made
one end fast to the proper part of the engine
and the other end to the valve lever; and then
had the satisfaction of seeing the engine move
with perfect regularity of motion. A short
time after, the foreman came around and saw
the boy playing marbles at the door. Looking
at the engine he saw the ingenuity of the boy,
and also the advantage of so great an invention.
The idea suggested by the boy’s inventive ge-
nius was put in a practical form, and made the
steam engine an automatic working machine.

The power loom is the invention of a farmer's
boy who had never seen or heard of such a
thing. He whittled one out with his jack-knife,
and after he had got it all done he, with great
enthusiasm, showed it to his father, who at once
kicked it to pieces, saying that he would have
no boy about him who would spend his time on
such foolish things.

The boy was sent to a blacksmith to learn a
trade, and his master took a lively interest in
him. He made a loom of what was left of the
one his father had broken up and showed it to
his master. The blacksmith saw he had no
common boy as an apprentice, and that the in-
vention was a valuable one. He had a loom
constructed under the supervision of the boy.
It worked to their perfect satisfaction, and the
blacksmith furnished the means to manufacture
the looms and the boy received half the profits.
In about a year the blacksmith wrote to the
boy’s father that he should bring to see him a
wealthy gentleman who was the inventor of the
celebrated power loom. You may be able to
judge of the astonishment of the old gentleman
when his son was presented to him as the in-
ventor, who told him that the loom was the
same as the model that he had kicked to pieces
a year before.-—Sel.
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Michigan—Miss Hattie House, Battle Creek, Mich,
Minnesota—Miss Mary Heileson, Mankato, Minn:
Mississippi—Peter H. Clark, Moss Point, Miss:

Missouri—Miss Clara E. Low, Sedalia, Mo,

Nebraska—Nebraska Tract Society. Fremont, Neb.

New England—Mrs. Eliza T. Palmer, N. E. Tract
T)e[:oaitor , South Lancaster, Mass.
\_l\Yew ork—Miss Addie 8. Bowen, box 113, Rome,
AN .

North Pacific—Mrs. C. L. Boyd, East Portland, Oregon.

North Carolina and South Carolina.—Eld. N. P. Hodges,
Sands, Watauga Co., N. C. .

Ohio—Mrs. %n. Gates, Clyde, Sandusky Co., Ohio.

Pennsylvania—Mrs, D. C. Phillips, Wellsville, N. Y.

Tennessee—Mrs. M. C. Fulton, Leach, Carroll Co.,
Tenn.

Texas—Capt. C. Eldridge, Denton, Tex.

Upper Columbia—Mrs. G. W. Colcord, Walla Walla,
A

Vermont—Lizzie A. Stone, South Lancaster, Mass.

Virginia and West Virginia—R. D. Hottel, Quickshurg,
Shenandoah Co., Va.

Wisconsii—Miss Phemie Lindsay, 901 East Gorham
Street, Madison, Wis.

Wyoming—J, T. Trees, Tie Siding, Albany Co., Wyo

AGENTS AND FOREIGN BRANCH
OFFICHS.

British Colmmbia—B. Robb, Victoria, B. C.
Canada—Eld. R. 8. Owen, South Stukely, P. Q.; Robt.

MecCormick, Belleville, Ont.; Mary L. Cushing, Dixville,
S0

England—Miss. Jennie Thayer, Eld. M. C. Wilcox,
Eld. A. A. John, 72 Heneage Street, Great Grimsby,
Eng.; Geo. R. Drew, 16 Rodney Street, Birkenhead,
Cheshire, Eng.; Eld. J. H. Durland, 239 Shirley Road,
Southampton, Eng.

Norway—Eld. J. G. Matteson, Akersveren, No. 2,
A. B. Oyen, ‘Sundhedsbladet,” Christiana, Norway,

Prussia— Eld. J. Ertzenberger, 10 Rudolph Strasse,
Vohinkle, bei Elberfield, Prussia.

Switzerland—B. L. Whitney, Les Signes des Temps,

Bale, Suisse; Eld. D. T. Bourdeaun, Pasquart 79, Bienne,

Suisse.
Jlews and Fotes,

RELIGIOUS.

—The number of Roman Catholic clergy in Eng-
land is 2,176. ;

—There are twenty-one Sunday-schools in connec-
tion with the Wesleyan mission in Ceylon.

—During the present century 150,000,000 copies
of the Bible have been printed in 226 different
languages.

—It is now announced that the Revised Version
of the Old Testament is not to be published until
next spring.

—The Bpiritualists of Boston have just laid the
corner-stone of a building to cost a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars, and to be known as the “First Spirit-
ual Temple.”

—The Christian at Work says: “ While there were
last year some seven converts to each of our preach-
ers in the United States, there were seventy con-
verts to each of the missionaries in Asia.”

—“A committee of the United Presbyterian
church in Pittsburg has decided to ask the Legisla-
ture to make the use of instrumental music in
churches unlawful.” They will doubtless have to
wait until the Religious Amendment to the Con-
stitution ispassed, and then the State will exist only
for the purpose of serving the church.

—In an article by Dr. Cuyler in the Independent,
addressed to young men, and entitled, “Where Do
You Spend Your Evenings?” this sentence oceurs,
which we would especially emphasize: “Don’t ask
to be everlastingly amused; it is the mark of a baby
mind, when a young man cares for nothing but fun
and frolic.” How many babies there are in the
world.

—Rev. Charles Guest, Vicar of Christ Church,
Burton-on-Trent, England, under pressure of the
brewers of that town, has given his curate notice to
leave for having recently published a pamphlet,
“Why I am a Teetotaler.” The same intolerant
clergyman dismissed another of his curates a short
time ago for publishing a pamphlet entitled “ Drink
and the Drink Traflic.”

—The pope has Ere.pared an encyclical against
secret socleties as the foes of the church. Bishops
are requested to unmask, by pastoral letters, secret
societies, and teach the people to abhor them, to ex-
tend Christian edueation, to urge agriculturists and
workingmen to organize Catholic associations and
conferences of St. Vincent de Paul, to watch schools
and exhort youth never to become members of any
society without first consulting their priests:

—In the “Ideas of the apostle Paul,” by James
Freeman Clarke, the following language is used,
which is as true as if it came from the most ortho-
dox minister in the land: “The law awakens the
sense of responsibility, and gives us a high aim,
which the gospel enables us to reach. Without the
moral law to awaken conscience and arouse the sense
of responsibility, grace would be ineffective. It is
the united action of law and gospel which produces
spiritual progress.”

—At the fifty-fourth annual conference of the
Mormons, recently held in Salt Lake City, there was
an attendance of 12,000 from all parts of Utah. A
Mormon population of 138,000 was reported, secat-
tered over seven States and Territories. The num-
berof church officials is28,838. The number of mis-
sionaries sent oat was ninety-five. One of the mis-
sionaries, the senior partner in a liquor store, who
was chosen to preach the Mormon gospel in Great
Britain, was the same day arrested and fined fifty
dollars for selling whisky on Sunday.

—A writer in the Christian at Work, in an ap-
peal for lay preachers, says: “Are we not con-
stantly getting away from the practices of the prim-
itive church, where every soul won to Christ was a
preacher made for Christ ? Is there any similarity
to-day between our churches and the churches of
those early days? What is our zeal and earnestness
compared with even the zeal of the poor heathen
who blindly worships gods made by his own hands?
In our cold formalism, frigid dignity and respecta-
bility, we are sacrificing all that is worth retaining,
and all that could be made truly effective in the
work of Christ.”

—C. A. Bartol, D. D., in the Independent, writes
thus of Emerson: “I think he never fell or ate for-
bidden fruit. He seems an unsinning Adam, not ex-

elled from the garden. He was transplanted hither

rom some celestial s0il.” “So pure and frank was
he, that any assailing of his spirit or purpose was a
sin against the Holy Ghost.” This must have been
the reason why Emerson did not believe in Christ—
he was a rival. We have no disposition to criticize
Emerson, but we do protest against the use of such
language concerning any man. If the D. D. is re-
sponsible for what he says, heis guilty of blasphemy.
We sincerely Eity his congregation, if that is a sam-
ple of the husks upon which he feeds them.

—The International Sunday-school lessons have
included the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians, and in
the notes many truths and errors have been pub-
lished. Among the true things, we find the follow-
ingin the S. 8. Times. H. Clay Trumbull says, on
verse 54: “‘Then!” When? At the second coming
of our Lord; at the first resurrection. Then, and
not until then, is the hopeful saying to be ‘ brought
to pass.’ Deathis not yet ‘swallowed up in victory.’
Death is now—and until his destruction he will be—
an ‘enemy.'” Rev. A. F. Schauger says: “ Talk as
men may about the ‘poor body,” we still feel that it
is a glorious thing, and, as a matter of fact, we can-
not possibly conceive of our existing, except in con-
nection with some kind of a body.”

SECULAR.

—Several thousand Chinese laborers are said to be
seeking employment in Manitoba.

—There is said to be a general movement among
English landlords to reduce rents.

-—The amended Chinese Restriction bill has passed
the lower House of Congress, by a vote of 184 to 13.

—At Toronto, Ont., April 30, four dynamite cart-
ridges were found under the Parliament buildings.

—Four members of a sheriff’s posse were killed
in a fight with robbers near Kittanning, Pa., on the
3d inst.

—By the burning of the Poor House in Van
Buren County, Mich., April 29, fifteen persons lost
their lives.

—Strikers on the Ontario and Quebec Railroad
have been superseded by 270 Italian laborers from
New York.

—A London dispatch says, “Dynamite has become
one of thé factors in politics, and is now daily heard
of in every country of Europe.”

—The Oriental Bank of London, has failed for $35,-
000,000, which, under the law, the stockholders will
have to make good—if they are able.

—The 500th anniversary of the foundation of
Heidelberg University, in which Luther was a pro-
fessor, is to be celebrated in grand style in 1886.

—The town of Brisbin, Clearfield County, Pa., was
totally consumed by fire, on the 2d inst. Loss,
over $1,000,000. About 1,000 families were left des-
titute.
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—The “ladies” of Paris, having exhausted the
aviary, have gone to the market gardens for fashion-
able ornaments. The latest style is a hat trimmed
with artichokes.

—The Mexican Government is in negotiation
with an English syndicate for a large loin. The
Government has strained its purse-strings on rail-
road subsidies.

—The pope has ordered the closing of the Laval
University, Canada. because of its expenditure of
over $1,000.000 of church funds without becoming
self-supporting.

—Westminster Abbey is reported to be in such a
state of decay that, in order to preserve it from ruin,
an expenditure of half a million dollars will be nec-
essary for repairs.

—The Government income from Scotland last
vear exceeded that from Ireland by $1,000,000, yet
the Government expenses in Ireland were $4,000,000
more than in Scotland.

—A terrible explosion occurred in a powder maga-
zine at Havana, April 30, destroying a large amount
of property. Twenty-one persons were killed, and
about eighty wounded.

—Heavy floods are reported in some parts of Texas.
At Houston five inches of rain fell in twenty-four
hours. Besides damages to roads and bridges, a
large area of the cotton crop is much retarded in
growth.

-—A report comes from Port au Prince that the
English schooner Grapple was burned by the natives
at St. Croix Island, $10,000 worth of property confis-
cated, and the crew murdered. A war vessel has
been sent there.

—In New York, a Board of Health analysis of
thirteen samples of yellow mustard showed adultera-
tion in all of them. Three samples contained naph-
thal yellow, a dangerous explosive, and violent ir-
ritant and poison.

—The members of six. different families in Louis-
ville, Ky., were recently sickened by eating cake
containing arsenie. One child died, and others were
dangerously affected. How the arsenic got into the
cake is a mystery.

—It is reported that Prince Victor, son of the
Prince of Wales, on attaining his majority, which
oceurs the beginning of next year, will be raised to
the peerage, with the title of Duke of Dublin, and
will thenceforth reside in Ireland.

—The Catholic authorities in Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, and Prince Edward’s Island, have peti-
tioned the English Government to protect their in-
terests-in the funds of the Propaganda at Rome, now
threatened by the Italian Government.

—It is supposed the steamer State of Florida has
heen lost on the Atlantic. Two of her life-boats
have been found. It is surmised by New York
agents that dynamiters were on board, and some of
their implements were accidentally exploded.

—An ex-City Treasurer of Newark, N. J., has been
fined $500 and costs for allowing a false entry to be
made in his books through neglect. The Judge said
that officials must not only be honest, but they
must see that their official duties are carefully dis-
charged.

—Last week forest fires swept over about 50,000
acres near Emporium, Pa., destroying several large
mills and over thirty other buildings, besides an im-
mense number of logs. Like reports come from
Reading and Williamsport, Pa.; Port Jervis and
Kingston, N. Y.; Matawan, N. J., and Isle of Wight
County, Va.

Obituary.

SEMPLE.—Died, at Santa Rosa, Cal., April 25, 1884,
Bro Wm. Semple, in the 68th year of his age. His
disease was rheumatism, from which he had suffered
many vears. Bro. Semple was a native of Scotland.
He came to this country in 1849, and scttled in the
State of New York. In early manhood he embraced
Christianity, connecting himself with the United
Presbyterian Church. He closely adhered to the
Presbyterian faith until about ten years ago, when,
from reading, he embraced the views of Seventh-day
Adventists, and united with the church at Santa
Rosa. Although never free from pain, he took a
deep interest in missionary work, and only regretted
that he had not been able to do more for the cause |
of truth. He died with a firm hope of a blessed im- |
mortality beyond the grave. Remarksat the funeral
by the writer, from Job 14 : 14, 15.

W. €. GRAINGER.

Speeil-uen of * Higher Criticism.”

ArcrBisnor WHATELY once wrote a lengthy
argument to prove that no such person as Na-
poleon Bonaparte ever lived. It was a bur-
lesque on those who try to show that the history
of the Bible is not rveliable. The ¢ bigher criti-
cism "’ of the present day is forcibly earicatured
in the following brief article from the St. Paul
Fioneer Press. It appeared under the head of
“Sitting Bull Myth, Explained by the Archmolo-
gists of the Twenty-first Century.” It is no
more forced or preposterous than some “learned”
comments on the meaning of the Seriptures:—

Among the yarns with which this twenty-
first century will be obliged to close, will be the
record of a certain alleged visit of one Sitiing
Bull, supposed to have been an eminent savage
and hair-lifter of his day, to St. Paul and Min-
neapolis in the year ot grace 1884, In nine-
teenth-century-folk lore this Paladin is repre-
sented as having broken a treaty with the
United States, massacred a detachment of its
army, been captured, and, later, brought to St.
Paul, one of its largest cities, entertained at a

famous hostelrie, presented with the freedom of

that city in a gold box studded with brilliants,
worshiped by the aldermen, feted by the com-
mon council, shown the public schools, theaters,
fire department, ete., of that eity, which decor-
ously went through their paces for his distin-
guished approval.

It will remain for the twenty-first century
archwologist to explode all this. He will be
called upon to demonstrate that this Sitting Bull
was only a prominent solar myth; that his mas-
sacre of the pale-faces is a beautiful allegory,
expressive of the surrender, at sunset, of Day to
Night, wherein the pale-faces who succumb rep-
resent the departing light, and the ascendency
of the dusky warriors the coming on of Darkness.
The archeologist will notice how slight a typo-
graphical error had metamorphosed “setting”
into “sitting,” and the carclessness, which by
misprinting “Boreas” (4. e., the North Wind—
Blizzardum Americanum)“Bull,” has actually
misled three centuries.

“What could be more exquisite,” will ery our
mythologist, “than the allegory of returning
Spring—expressed in the legend that on the 19th
of March, 1884 (that is, about the date where
the ides of March are surrendering to the kal-
ends of April), Sitting Bull visits Gen. Terry at
Fort Smelling!” Here we have Sitting Bull
(the Sun, accompanied by the gentle and invigo-
rating Blizzard) visiting the Earth (Terra—
Terry) the general or universal mother. The
visit oceurs in thg lapse or old age (Senille—
Snelling) of strong (Fort) winter. Mark how
the pictorial nineteenth cycle speech here ex-
presses the truth that when the glorious sun
pours its rays upon an awakening earth, the
gentle and invigorating Blizzard of April begins
to get around, and everything teems with life,
and joy, and springtime!

Appointments,

Upper Columbia Camp-Meeting.

THIs meeting will be held in Walla Walla, W. T,
commencing June 5 and continuing to June 16.
The Upper Columbia Conference, Missionary So-
ciety, Sabbath-school and Temperance Associations,
will hold their annual session in connection with
this camp-meeting. Delegates should be elected,

‘and all necessary reports made out in good season.

We have promise of the following help: Sister White,
and Elders Loughborough, Corliss, Waggoner, Boyd,
White, Jones, and Bartlett. We were never before
so highly favored at a camp-meeting; let us all,
therefore, show our appreciation of the etforts made
in our behalf. by coming to this important meeting
at the beginning, and staying until the close.
G. W. CoLCORD,
Pres. U, . Conference.

HE GREAT CONTROVERSY Bi.
TWEEN CHRIST AND SATAN.

By Mgrs. E. G. WHITE.

T8 is a series of four volumes, covering the entire period fr~—
the creation and fall of man to his final redemption. Volume One
is devoted to Old Testament history. It is not merely a narrative
of the leading events in the lives of the patriarchs and prophets;
but moral lessons are drawn therefrom, in such a way as to make
the boo't practically useful to the men and women of to-day. Vol
ume Two commences with the life and mission of John the Baptist,
and considers the first advent of Christ, his life and mission, as mani-
fested by his miracles and teachings, and the nature and necessity
of his life-work. It closes with Christ's triumpbal entry into Jeru.
salem. Volume Three takes up the subject at this point, and brin~s
to view the most thrill ngly interesting portion of Christ’s eart 1y
career—his betrayal, trial, erucifixion, and resurrection, It closes
with & brief history of the early church, including the missionary
labors of Peter and Paul. Volume Four (in press) contains a history
of the church from that time to the end, closing with the coming
of Christ, the resurrection of the dead, and the establishment ol
the everlasting kingdom of Christ on earth.

These books are not argumentative, but they throw a vast flood of
light upon the sacred page. They are wrilten in a clear, simple
style, and are of absorbing nterest to buth young and old. They
offer special encouragement and instruction to Christians ; and thera
is nothing better to place in the nands of skeptics, to convinee them
of the truth of the Bible. 400 pp. Price per volume, #1.00,

Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Caj

HE SPIRIT OF GOD: ITS OFFICES
AND MANIFESTATIONS TO THE
END OF THE CHRISTIAN AGE.

By Eup. J. H. WAGGONER.

Tuis is & brief but comprehensive argument on the solemn and
important subject of the Spirit of God. Its chapters embrace the
iollowing heads: The Holy Spivit of Promise; The Power from on
High; Circumcision of the Heart: The Unity of the Faith; The Law
and the Testimony; Try the Spirits; The Great Comumission; Gi'ts
in the Reformation; In the Present Century; Spirit of Prophecy
Restored. These are subjects of vital importance to all, and espe-
cially to those who are looking for the return of their Lord.

144 pp. Price, 15 cents.

Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.

HISTORY OF THE WALDENSLES,

By J. A. Wyug, LL.D.
ILLUSTRATED BY TWENTY FULL-PAGE ENGRAVINGS

Tuis work describes the conflicts waged by the Waldenses, and the
martyrdoms they endured in defense of their faith and their liberty.
Recent events have brought the Waldenses to notice, and thrown a
new light upon the grandeur of their struggle and the important
issues which have flowed from it. To them are we to trace the
Constitutional liberties that Italy now enjoys. In their mountain
fastnesses they maintained the faith of the early Christians, and by
their untiring missionary labors this faith was diffused to all the
nations of Europe, thus preparing the way for the great Reformation.
212 pp. Price, 90 cts.

Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.

THE COMING CONFLICT.

OR
THE GREAT ISSUE NOW PENDING
IN THIS COUNTRY.

BY ELD. W. H. LITTLEJOHXN.

Tuis book contains a complete history of the rise and progress o
the National Reform Party, together with an exegesis of the last
portion of the thirteenth chapter of the book of Revelation, assizun-
ing to the United States its proper place in prophecy.

EMPHATICALLY A BOOK FOR THE TIMES.

434 pages, in muslin covers, and will be mailed to any address

post-paid, for $1.00. E ;
Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.

BIBLE SANCTIFICATION:
A CONTRAST OF
TRUE AND FALSE THEORIES.

By Mgs. E. G. WuIre.

THiS is a pamphlet of only 84 pages, but its value is not to be
judged by its size. It ia just what its title indicates : a faithful pre-
sentation of Bible truth on this important subject, and an exposu-e
of the false theories prevailing in regard to it. Every believer in
Bible truth should read it. Buy it, read it, and lend it to your
neighbor. Price, 10 cents,

Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Czl
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Camp-Meetings for 1884,

CALIFORNIA, Los Angeles._.__.... May 8-18
Kansas, Lawrence -« o coeonen.. ¢ 21-27
Mi1ssoURI, SOUTHERN, Nevada_. . _May 29 to June 3

i NoRrTHERN, Chillicothe, June 5-10
NEBRASKA, Beatrice _..... ..... “ 510
UrPER CorLumBIA, Walla Walla . “ 5-16
PENNSYLVANIA, Emporium ____ .. “ 11-17
WiscoNsiN, Baraboo- .. ..._____.. “ 18-23
MINNESOTA, Mankato.... .._.... € 19-24
DAxOTA, Madison..c.ooo.oioiian June 25 to July 1
CANADA, —— ik BRI |
NEW XORE, —— ... ooo-e Aug. 14-26
NEW ENGLAND, ——. ... ... Aug. 20 to Sept. 2
VERMONT, — oo ciccciaian snnn= i S 8 T e
N T e e e i = Sept. 4-15

GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE.

Erp. H. W. DECKER writes: “In order to secure
the help of Eld. Haskell at the Wisconsin camp-
meeting, the time of the meeting is changed to June
18-23.” Friends will please make a note of the
change.

College Meeting.

THE annual meeting of the Healdsburg College
was held May 2-4. It was a good and profitable
meeting, but we have no time to give any account
of it this week. Next week it will receive full at-
tention.

Colporters.

THE first syllable of this word is pronounced *col,”
short 0. A porter is simply a carrier. We hear
some of our brethren pronounce the first syllable
with long o, making it sound like *coal porter,”
which would be a ecarrier of coals. As the word is
now much used among our people, we should prop-
erly represent this class by giving a proper pronun-
ciation to the word which points out their business.

To Camp-Meeting Workers.

THE camp-meeting season is coming on, and we
are happy to do all in our power to work up an in-
terest in the meetings, by way of publishing notices,
preparing hand-bills, supplements, etc., but there
are a few things that we wish our friends would
bear in mind. 1. Although the time and place of
your meeting, the speakers that will attend, ete.,
may be perfectly well understood by you, it does not
follow that we are informed concerning them.
Therefore in your announcements do not forget to
mention these important particulars. 2. Do not
write to us and say, “Please put in a notice of our
Camp-meeting, Conference, Tract and Missionary So-
ciety, Sabbath-school, and Temperance meetings;
also make out a hand-bill for us.” Now it may seem
a small matter to do these things, and so it is; but
even if we had abundance of time, it is not pleasant
to work in uncertainty, not knowing whether or not
we are stating the exact facts. Send us your ap-
pointments, clearly written out, and we will publish
them. Send us all the particulars that you want
placed on your bills and posters, and we will fry to
do the work promptly and in good shape. And,
lastly, don’t forget to tell us how many biils or sup-
plements you want, and where they are to be sent.
These points carefully attended to will save our
friends much time, and us much trouble.

Upper Columbia Camp-Meeting.

THa1s meeting will be held in Walla Walla, W. T.
June 5-16, in a fine grove which has been secured
for the purpose. In connection with the camp-
meeting there will be held the annual session of the
Upper Columbia Conference, and meetings of the

Tract Society, Sabbath-school, and Temperance As-
sociations. Full particulars will be given hereafter.
The brethren desire that this should be the best
meeting ever held in the Conference, and there is no
reason why it should not be, if each one resolves to
to be present to work for others as well as to receive
good.

This will be a meeting both of interest and im-
portance to the cause in Eastern Washington and
Oregon, and to all in that region. The list of
speakers appointed to be present is much larger than
at any previous meeting in that Conference. The
editor of the S1Gxs is not “down on the bills” as
one of them, but the present prospect is favorable to
his attending it. Let a special effort be made to
secure a large and continuous attendance.

Misinformed.

Ix the Oakland 7ribune of April 29, we find the
following item concerning our late meeting:—

“Last evening twenty Adventists were baptized
in Lake Merritt. The party.came to the lake in
carriages, and entering its waters in company with
the officiating elder, were each immersed three times.
One of the converts, overcome either by the cold,
or nauseated by the salt water, is said to have fainted
in the elder’s arms.”

Concerning this item the reporter should have
said, as they do of certain novels, that it is “founded
on fact.” He certainly could not have gone farther
from the truth unless he had said that there was no
baptism at all. As a matter of fact, there were
thirty candidates, the baptism was witnessed by two
or three hundred people, most of whom walked to
the place; and there was no fainting, or any un-
seemly demonstration. The entire ceremony was a
model of order.

But these errors are of no consequence, and the
item would not be noticed, if it were not for the
statement that each candidate was immersed three
times! Seventh-day Adventists believe that there
is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism [immersion],”
Eph. 4:5, and are uncompromising in their oppo-
sition to that perversion of the sacred ordinance,
which consists in immersing the believer three times.
Indeed, the “officiating elder™ above referred to,
has perhaps done more, both by voice and pen, to
expose the “trine immersion” heresy, than any
other writer. Will the Pribune please do us justice
on this point, by correcting the mistake of its re-
porter ?

What Shall We Do ?

WE have been censured by SOI:!G because we pay
so much attention to the writings of those who op-
pose the truth, and take so much space to review
their pretended arguments. On the other hand we
have received several letters requesting us to review
an article which appeared in the Restitution on the
subject of the Sabbath and the first day of the
week. The article was sent to us in the form of a
tract, some time ago. After a careful reading we
then decided not to fill our columns with a notice of
it, as it contained only high-sounding assertions
with scarcely the shadow of an argument. The ar-
ticle is taking only with those who prefer sound to
good, sensible argument. But we have reviewed at
length much better articles, and do not see the pro-
priety of reviewing that. However, if any reader
finds a statement in it which appears to involve our
views in any difficulty, we will answer any question
in regard to it.

Requests often perplex us. We recently received
an urgent request from Washington Territory to
give our opinion of the final destiny of the wicked.
We very often publish on this subject. Our belief
may be found in Rom. 6:23; Phil. 3:19; 2 Thess.
1:7-10; 2 Peter 2:12, etc. Besides our paper we
have excellent publications, carefully written, on
these subjects, for sale at the SiaNs office.

Important Points.

A CARFEFUL reading is invited of Elder Haskell's
letter and of Bro. C. H. Jones’ article on the Pub-
lishing Association, in this paper. If any have ever
held any doubts of the advisability of so large an
officein Oakland, and of so much machinery and ma-
terial, those doubts must now be entirely dispelled.
Asstated in the article referred to, we have two first-
class power presses running two days in each week
to print the S1aNs. Now if we have no outside job
work these presses would have to stand idle three
or four days in the week, which would involve an
expense which no office could bear. And if we
double, or nearly double the subscription list of the
S1GNS, it would take our present large presses four
days in the week to print the paper, which would
make us two or three days later getting it in the
mails. Then we must run more presses; and then
if we had no facilities for doing a large jobbing work
it would be impossible  keep up the Siays without
an immense yearly outlay of means to meet the ex-
penses. The proposed improvements, to be begun
this year and finished next year, will give all the
facilities that will probably ever be needed on this
coast. We rejoice at the prospect; the outlook is
cheering. A great work is now being done, but a
much greater is to be done, and we do well to be pre-
pared for it.

Supplement to Signs No. 18.

A SUPPLEMENT has been prepared for this week’s
S1ans, which will be sent to individual subscrilfers,
but not to the clubs, as the matter which it contains
is not necessary to be sent to them.

THOUGHTS ON DANIEIL,
CRITICAL AND PRACTICAL.

By Eup. U. Sari.

EXPOSITION OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL, VERSE BY
VERSE.

We are now living in times plainly pointed out in this pronheey,
and it is important to understand it ; for Daniel himself savs that
in the time of the end, the wise shall understand ; while, if we fail,
we are equally guilty with the Jews, who knew not the time of their
visitation (Luke 19 ; 42-44), and shall meet a similar fate,

416 pp. Price, 81.25.

Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal.

PACIFIO PRESS PUBLISHING HOUSE,
PUBLISHERS “SIGNS OF THE. TIMES,” Erc.

GENERAL BOOK AND JOB PRINTING,
In the Best and Latest Styles, at Satisfactory Rates.
BOOK-BINDING,

In all its Various Branches, Promptly Executed in the Most Sub-
stantial Manner.

STEREOTYPING AND ELECTROTYPING,
By the Latest Improved Methods.

ENGRAVING,

In the Finest Styles of the Art.

877 Ovders for anything in our line, by mail or express, will re-
ceive prompt attention,

Address, PACIFIC PRESS,

12th and Castro Streets, Oakland;
Or, 520 Commercial Street, San Franeisco.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

FUBLISHED WEERLY, AT OAELAND, CAL., FOR THE

International Traet and Missionary Society.

A sixteen-page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discussion of
the Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Coming of Christ, Har-
mony of the Law and Gospel: with Departmments devoted to Tem-
perance, The Home Circle, the Missionary Work, and the Sabbath-
school.

PricoPer Year, =~ =+ = = = - = £2.00
In Clubs of five or more copies to one address, to be used in Mis-
sionary Work, - - - - - . o - e 559
Address, SIGNS OF THE TIMZ’, Oakland, Cal.
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